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t2> LOCATtON 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Five miles north of Dinwiddle, V i r g i n i a 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Dinwiddle 

V i r g i n i a 

3. CLASSIFICATION 
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[4. OWNER OF PROPgRTY 
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[ I Indus t r ia l 

• M i l i t a r y 

1 I M u s e u m 

• Po rk 

^ P r i v a t e R e s i d e n c e 

I I R e l i g i o u s 

1 I S c i e n t i f i c 

I 1 Transportation 
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\ I Comments 

O W N E R - S N A M E : 

1 0 - 1 2 i n d i v i d u a l owners 
< 
f f 

S
T

A
T

I 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : OQ 
P 
3 
H 

n 

C I T Y O R T O W N : S T A T E : C O D F Pl 

V i r g i n i a 51 
1$. tOCATIOKOF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

D i n w i d d l e C o u r t h o u s e 

b 

§ 

IC
O

U
N

 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 
a 
a 
p. 

-1 
< 

C l T V O R T O W N : S T A T E C O D E (D 

D i n w i d d l e V i r g i n i a 51 V i r g i n i a 51 

L*, Rft»RESeNTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
T I T L E O F S U R V E Y ; m 

z 
H 

-n 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : • F e d e r a l • State • C o u n t y • L o c a l < 

z 

O 
; • 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

U
M

B
E

I 

N
P

S
 

U
 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : Al 

S
E
 

O
N

 

C I T Y O R T O W N : S T A T E : C O D E |— C I T Y O R T O W N : S T A T E : C O D E 
-< 

0 > 
H 
m 

UJ 



| 7 . D E S C R t P T l O N 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

I I E x c e l l e n t K I G o o d Q F a i r • De te r i o ra ted • R u i n s • U n e x p o s e d 

( C h e c k One) 

• A l t e r e d ^ U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

n M o v e d K O r i g i n a l S i te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i l k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Most (782 out of 1215 acres) of the land on the b a t t l e f i e l d i s held 
by descendents of the G i l l i a m family, who owned the land at the time 
of the C i v i l War. The crossroads i t s e l f s t i l l e x i s t s , with one 
corner occupied by a recently constructed general store. Not far 
from the crossroads i s the G i l l i a m mansion, "Burnt Quarter," b u i l t 
i n the l a t e 18th century and occupied by Union soldiers after the 
ba t t l e . Of the l i g h t breastworks thrown up by the Confederates on 
March 31-April 1, very l i t t l e , i f any, remain. Most of the area 
consists of wooded tracts interspersed with f i e l d s cleared for 
c u l t i v a t i o n , much as i t was during the b a t t l e . 

BOUNDARIES 

Tbe Five Forks B a t t l e f i e l d consists of some 1300 acres, and i s 
delineated on the U.S.G.S. survey maps for "Church Road" and 
"Sutherland," Va. More detailed i s the Petersburg National 
B a t t l e f i e l d map. National Park Service, Division of Land Acquisition. 

The eastern section encloses Va. Route 628, and covers the staging 
area for the main Union attack. The center section follows Va. 
Route 613 and the l i n e Pickett's d i v i s i o n held throughout most of 
the b a t t l e . The western section continues on 613 beyond Five Forks, 
and covers the area where Warren's flank attack f i n a l l y broke the 
Confederate defenses. 400 yards north of the boundary on Route 
627 i s the Shad Bake; the intersection of 613 and 661 marks the area 
where McKenzie's cavalry routed Lee and cut Pickett off from the 
main Confederate army. 

The boundaries are i n part described by the heavy dashed l i n e on 
the accompanying map A e n t i t l e d "Petersburg National B a t t l e f i e l d " 
and dated March 31, 1974. The f i e l d covers 1215.31 acres and 
encompasses roughly 13,000 feet of Old Oak Road, to a width of from 
1200 to 4200 feet on either side. The l i n e i s labelled " B a t t l e f i e l d 
Boundary"and the enclosed area i s marked "Proposed Fee Acquisition." 

Also included i n the landmark s i t e i s a section of land 1200^feet 
square with i t s center at the junction of Routes 613 and 661 and 
i t s sides running due north-south and east-west. This includes 
the area where General McKenzie routed horsemen under W. H. Lee, 
thus i s o l a t i n g Pickett's men from Johnson's infantry to the east. 

Another section includes the l i k e l y s i t e of "the Shad Bake;" here 
Pickett and his o f f i c e r s dined on shad after the f i r s t day of 
b a t t l e , only to be surprised the following day by Warren's infantry. 
The section runs about 400 feet along the inside curb of Route 627 
to i t s junction with Hatcher Run, then north along Hatcher Run about 
30 feet. Proceed due north about 50 feet, due west about 100 feet 
and due south about 40 feet to the point of beginning. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

• P r e - C o l u m b i a n I • 16th Cen tu ry 

• 15th Cen tu ry • 17th Cen tu ry 
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• 20fh Cen tu ry 
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE ("Check Onp or More as Appropriate) 

A b o r i g i n a l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

I I A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Arf 

I I Commerce 

I I C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

I I C o n s e r v o t i o n 

I i E d u c o t i o n 

I I E n g i n e e r i n g 

I 1 Indust ry 

I 1 Invent ion 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

g | M i l i t a r y 

• M u s i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

l o sophy 

I I S c i e n c e 

I I Scu lp tu re 

I I S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i an 

I 1 T h e a t e r 

I 1 T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

I 1 Urban Planning 

• Other (Specily) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

A p r i l 1, 1865, Ulysses Grant's Army of the Potomac at l a s t forced 
the Army of Northern V i r g i n i a from i t s Petersburg defenses. The 
breakthrough was effected at Five Forks, twelve miles west of Petersburg 
and two miles beyond the right flank of the overextended Confederate 
l i n e . P h i l i p Sheridan's Union forces crushed the defenders under 
George E. Pickett and Fitzhugh Lee; the defeat led to Federal seizure of 
the Confederate's l a s t supply l i n e , the Southside Railroad, and th e i r 
f i n a l surrender a few weeks l a t e r . 

HISTORY 

Five Forks B a t t l e f i e l d encloses nearly a l l the area involved i n the 
c r u c i a l A p r i l 1 fi g h t i n g at Five'Forks. 

On March 25, 1865, General Robert E. Lee's Army of Northern V i r g i n i a 
attempted to breat out of i t s defense works around Petersburg. The 
attack f a i l e d , and General U.S. Grant, commanding the Union Army of 
the Potomac, seized the i n i t i a t i v e . He began to rapidly s h i f t forces 
westward i n order to outflank the Confederate l i n e . Lee, his forces 
already overextended, send a scratch force under George E. Pickett and 
Fitzhugh Lee to keep the Federals from the Southside Railroad, his 
la s t supply l i n e . On March 31 Sheridan's cavalry attacked the 
Confederate l i n e s , with l i t t l e success. The next day, while Pickett and 
his o f f i c e r s confidently feasted at the Shad Bake, Warren's infantry 
corps made a massive attack on the Confederate r i g h t . At the same time 
the cavalry screen l i n k i n g Pickett with the main Confederate army was 
scattered by concentrated Federal cavalry attacks. Pickett had no 
reserves with which to halt the routi and the Union forces surged f o r ­
ward to cut the Southside Railroad and force the abandonment of the 
Petersburg defenses. This defeat led d i r e c t l y to Lee's f i n a l surrender 
at Appomattox just two weeks l a t e r . 
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FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECEIVED 

DATE ENTERED 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOWTO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES - ENCLOSE WITH MAP 

NAME 
HISTORIC Five Forks B a t t l e f i e l d 

AND/OR COMMON 

LOCATION 
CITY.TOWN D i n w i d d l e _ J £ ^ V I C I N I T Y 0 F Dinwiddle s^^-^^Virginia 

MAP REFERENCE 
SOURCE Edwin Bearrs, "Five Forks B a t t l e f i e l d " , NPS special report 

SCALE l"=approx. J m i l e DATE 1973 

REQUIREMENTS 
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
2. NORTH ARROW 
3. UTM REFERENCES 
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S T A T E 

V i r g i n i a 
C O U N T Y 

Dinwidd le 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

[l. NAME 

C O M M O N : Five Forks B a t t l e f i e l d 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I c: F i v e Forks B a t t l e f i e l d 

LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Five miles north of Dinwiddie. V i r g i n i a 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Dinwidd le 
S T A T E ; 

=Jif i rglnia 51 

COUN TY : 

Dinwiddle 053 

ii ; MAP REFERENCe 

United States Department of the I n t e r i o r , 
National Park Service, Division 
or Land Acquisition 

^ C A L E ^ _ _ J L " = 6 0 0 ' 

DATE: September 1973 
[4. REQUKEMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundories where requi red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longitude re ference. 
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PROPERTY MAP FORM 
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| l . NAME 

S T A T E 

Virginia 
C O U N T Y 

Dinwiddle 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 
ENTRY NUMBER DATE 

COMMON; Flve Forks Battlefield 
AND/OR HISTORIC: Flvc Forks B a t t l e f i e l d 

2. LOCATION 

in 

IU 

lU 

S T R E E T A N D NUM BER; 

Five miles north of Dinwiddle, Virginia 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

Dinwiddle 
S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y : C O D E 

Virginia 51 Dinwlddie 053 

3. MAP REFERENCE 

U.S. Geological Survey-Church Road and Sutherland Ouadraneles 
SCALE; 7.5 topographic 1:24.000 
DATE: Church Rd-1963 Sutherland-1963. photorevised 1971 

4; REQUIREMENTS 
TO B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requi red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i tude and longitude re ference. 
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