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The distinguishing feature of Hanover County Court House is the beautifully

executed five-bay arcade set under the roof on the facade. The building
itself is a one-story structure of brick, laid in Flemish bond with glazed
headers. Rubbed brick dressings appear around the tops of the arches and
around the windows and door. Other features of the building include three
interior end chimneys, a steep hipped roof, and a modillioned cornice
surrounding the entire structure.

The courthouse has a T-shaped plan with the judge's chamber and the jury
room located in the arms of the 'T'. Both of these rooms contain a corner
fireplace. The courtroom occupies the center of the building.

Hanover Court House survives in very good condition and still serves its
original function.
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Hanover County was created by an act of the Virginia Assembly from the

western part of New Kent County in 1720,

The Court House was built

near the center of the county some fifteen years later, circa 1735.
Unfortunately, most of the early county records and land books were
lost in the Richmond fire of 1865 when they were moved from Hanover to
Richmond for safekeeping during the hostilities. 1In 1763 the Court
House was the scene of Patrick Henry's first well-known case, the Parson'sg
Cause, where he verbally attacked the '"misrule of the King and the greed
of the clergy". Many of the battles north of Richmond during the Civil
War were fought in the vicinity of the courthouse. It was there in 1862
that J. E. B. Stuart received his commission as a Major General of the
Confederate Army.; The building has been in continuous use since its
construction, and is a well-preserved example of a colonial courthouse-
type found in Virginia.
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Lancaster, Robert Bolling, A Sketch of the Early History of Hanover

County, Virginia, Ashland, Virginia: 1957.

0'Neal, William B., Architecture in Virginia, New York: Walker and

Company, Inc., 1968.

Page, Rosewell, Hanover County, Its

History and Legends, publlshed by

author, 1926. .
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STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

NAME AND TITLE:

Staff, Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission, James W. Moody, Jr., Director

ORGANIZATION DATE
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission April 25, 1969
STREET AND NUMBER:
Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Richmond Virginia 45

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [X] State [ Local []]

Dr. Edward P. Alexander, Chairman

Title Virginia Historic Landmarks Comm.

Date _June 2, 1969

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

W 1) % @/m’/ﬁ/

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Pr(serva

ocT 1 1969

;’jﬂ 0[ }WV"{'

eeper of ‘I‘hi National Regls%
Date SEP 4 1 9

Date

ATTEST:
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1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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