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\ h NAME 

C O M M O N : 

Hanover County Court House 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C ; / A 
Hanover County Court House 

2. LOCATtON V...-'' 
STREETANDNUMBER: £ gIde of Rt. 301 at in tersBct iou of Rt. 1006 and Rt. 301. 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Hanover Court House 
S T A T E 

C O D E C O U N T Y ; C O D E 

. V i r g i n i a 45 Hanover 085 
1^^" CLASStFICATION 

1/1 
C A T E G O R Y 

f C h e c k O n e ; 
OWNERSHIP S T A T U S 

A C C E S S I B L E 

T O T H E P U B L I C 

z D i s t r i c t 1 1 B u i l d i n g P u b l i c P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : O c c u p i e d Y e s : 

o Si te 1 1 St ruc ture • P r i va te • In P r o c e s s • Unoccup ied • R e s t r i c t e d •

— 
O b j e c t •

Bott i • Be ing C o n s i d e r e d • P r e s e r v a t i o n work U n r e s t r i c t e d ^ 
O b j e c t • • Be ing C o n s i d e r e d

In progress • N o : •

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Agricultural Q Government 

Commercial • I n d u s t r i a l 

Educational • M i l i t a r y 

Entertainment • Museum 

H Park 

• P r iva t e Residence

I I R e l i g i o u s 

I I S c i e n t i f i c 

I I T ranspor ta t ion Q Comments O

• Other (Spec i fy) • 

• 

• 

4 OWNER OF PROPERTY 

UJ 

UJ 

O W N E R S N A M E : 

Hanover County 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Hanover V i r g i n i a 45 
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C :

Hanover Countv Court House 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

Hanover V i r g i n i a 
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 6.31 acrBS ( o r l g i n a l l y 2.8 acrBs) 

Al. 

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
T I T L E O F S U R V E Y :

Historic American Buildings Survey 

<

I-i 

3 

D A T E O F SU R V E Y : 1941 Federal State • County • Local • 
D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S ; 

L i b r a r y o f Congress 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : S T A T E : C O D E 

Washington D i s t r i c t o f Columbia 08 
o 
z 

VLR Listed: 11/5/1968
NRHP Listed: 10/1/1969



C O N D I T I O N 
E x c e l l e n t • Good • Fa i r 

(Check One) 

Deteriorated \^ Ruins Q Unexposed j I 

I N T E G R I T Y 
A l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

• U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

Moved • O r i g i n a l S i te Q c 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The distinguishing feature of Hanover County Court House i s the b e a u t i f j i l l y 
executed five-bay arcade set under the roof on the facade. The building 
i t s e l f is a one-story structure of bric k , l a i d i n Flemish bond with glazed 
headers. Rubbed brick dressings appear around the tops of the arches and 
around the windows and door. Other features of the building include three 
i n t e r i o r end chimneys, a steep hipped roof, and a modillioned comice 
surrounding the entire structure. 

The courthouse has a T-shaped plan with the judge's chamber and the ju r y 
room located i n the arms of the 'T'. Both of these rooms contain a comer 
fireplace. The courtroom occupies the center of the building. 

Hanover Court House survives i n very good condition and s t i l l serves i t s 
o r i g i n a l function. 
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6. Historic American Buildings Survey Inventory 
1959 Federal 
Library of Congress 
Washington, D. C. Code; 

Vir g i n i a Historic Landmarks Commission Report #42-16 
1968 State 
V i r g i n i a Historic Landmarks Commission 
Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building 
Richmond, Vi r g i n i a Code: 45 



SIONIFICANCE 
PERIOD (Check One or More aa Appropriate) 

P r e - C o l u m b i a n • 16th Cen tu ry • 

15th Centu ry • 17th Centu ry • 

18th C e n t u r y ^ 

• 

20th Centu ry • 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.) 

Abor i g i na l 

p r e h i s t o r i c 

H i s t o r i c 

A g r i c u l t u r e 

Ar t 

Commerce 

Commun ica t i ons Q 

C o n s e r v a t i o n Q 

Educa t i on 

E n g i n e e r i n g 

I ndus t r y 

I n v e n t i o n 

L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e | 1 

L i t e r a t u r e 

M i l i t a r y 

M u s i c 

z 
o 

u 

0£ 

I -
I/) 

Z 

Ui 

UJ 

Hanover County was created by an act of the Vir g i n i a Assembly from the 
western part of New Kent County i n 1720. The Court House was b u i l t 
near the center of the county some f i f t e e n years l a t e r , circa 1735. 
Unfortunately, most of the early county records and land books were 
lo s t i n the Richmond f i r e of 1865 when they were moved from Hanover to 
Richmond for safekeeping during the h o s t i l i t i e s . In 1763 the Court 
House was the scene of Patrick Henry's f i r s t well-known case, the Parson's 
Cause, where he verbally attacked the "misrule of the King and the greed 
of the clergyV. Many of the battles north of Richmond during the C i v i l 
War were fought i n the v i c i n i t y of the courthouse. I t was there i n 1862 
that J. E. B. Stuart received his commission as a Major General of the 
Confederate Army./ The building has been i n continuous use since i t s 
construction, and i s a well-preserved example of a colonial courthouse-
type found i n V i r g i n i a . 
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10, GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 
,NE 
SE 

SW 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N O N E A C R E 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s ' . 

37 o 45, 43. 

L O N G I T U D E 

-̂ D e g r e e s 

77o 
M i n u t e s 

22. 
S e c o n d s 

02. 

L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y B O U N D A R I E S 

COUNTY 

COUNTY: 

COUNTY: 

11. FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E A N D T l T L E : 

Staff, V i r g i n i a Historic Landmarks Commission, James W. Moody, Jr., Director 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

V i r g i n i a Historic Landmarks Commission 
DATE 

A p r i l 25, 1969 
STREET AND NUMBER; 

Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Richmond 
;:12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA I ION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National [X] State • Local • 

D r . Edward P. Alexander , Chairman 

Title V i r g i n i a H i s t o r i c Landmarks Comm. 

Date June 2 , 1969 

S T A T E 

V i r g i n i a 45 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic P|lfeserva7JBn^ 

Date 
OCT 1 1969 

ATTEST: 

Date SEP 1*9 
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,.̂ |,aT'!Q .̂•̂  
| i NAME 

V i r g i n i a 
C O U N T Y 

anover 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

N T R Y N U M B E R 

.•69-10-45-0035 10/1^69 

COMMON: Hanover County Court House 
ND/oR HISTORIC: Hanover County Court House\^i^")N-.. 

|a. t.OCATiON 

U 

D£ 

I -

Z 

UJ 

Ul 
C O 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

E. side of Rt. 301 at the intersection of Rt. 1006 and Rt. 301. 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Hanover Court House 

V i r g i n i a 

C O U N T Y : 

Hanoyey 085 
3. MAP REFBI^EKCE 

S O U R C E : 

U . S . G . S . 7k'} quadrangle Hanover, Va. 
1:24000 
1949 

4 , R E Q U I R E M E N T S 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Proper ty broundaries where required. 

2. Nor th arrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude reference. 
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Mapped by the Army Map Service 
Published for civil use by the Geological Survey 
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Topogr.i phy from aerial phof<Jgraphs by multiplex methods 
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