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C O N D I T I O N 
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I I De te r i o ro ted • R u i n s • U n e x p o s e d 
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D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L C i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Hanover Courthouse i s a one-story T-shaped brick structure with 
a high hipped roof and modillioned comice surrounding the entire 
building. Its most distinguishing feature is the beautifully 
executed five-bay wide front arcade. The walls are of brick la i d 
in Flemish bond with glazed headers and there are three interior end 
chimneys, one located at the end of each arm. 

The front or west elevation is about 55 feet or five-bays wide and 
28 feet deep, including the 15-foot-deep arcaded porch. The rear 
central arm i s about 52 feet or four-bays deep and 27 feet or two-
bays wide. The courtroom occupied the entire long central arm and 
is flanked by a room for the judge on one side and a jury room on 
the other. Each of these two small 14-foot-square rooms has a comer 
fireplace. 

L i t t l e altered, Hanover Courthouse i s in very good condition and i s 
s t i l l used for i t s original purpose. 
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PERIOD fChecfc One or More as Appropriate) 

I I P r e - C o l u m b i a n 1 • 16th Cen tu ry 

• 15th Cen tu ry • 17th Cen tu ry 

E 18th Centu ry 

• 19th Cen tu ry 

• 20th Cen tu ry 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (11 Applicable and Known) 1755, 1765 
AREAS OF SIGNI FICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

A b o r i g i na l 

• P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

1 I A g r i c u l t u r e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

1 I Commerce 

I I C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I I E d u c a t i o n 

I I E n g i n e e r i n g 

I I Industry 

I 1 Invent ion 

1 I L o n d s c a p e 

A rch r tec tu re 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• M u s i c 

P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

l osophy 

[31 S c i e n c e 

I 1 Scu lp tu re 

I I Soc io l / H u m a n -

i to r ian 

• T h e a t e r 

i 1 T ranspo r t a t i on 

I I Urban Planning 

• Other (Specily) 

u 

H 
1/1 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Hanover Courthouse is a very fine and well-preserved architectural 
example of a type of courthouse building widely used in Virginia 
in the 18th century. The one-story T-shaped brick structure was 
erected around 1755. Patrick Henry f i r s t came into prominence 
where he successfully pleaded the Parson's Cause in Hanover Courthouse 
in December 1765. Henry lived across the road for some time at the 
s t i l l extant Hanover Tavern, which his father-in-law John Shelton 
acquired in 1760. 

History 

Hanover County was created by an act of the Virginia Assembly from 
the western part of New Kent County in 1720 and the existing courthouse 
was built near the center of Hanover County around 1755. 

Patrick Henry f i r s t came into prominence where he successfully pleaded 
the Parson's Cause in Hanover Courthouse in December 1765. The 
early 19th-century small brick clerk's office and the stone j a i l 
typical of a small Virginia Courthouse group are nearby. 

Hanover Courthouse has been in continuous use since i t s construction 
and is s t i l l u t i l i z e d for i t s original purpose. The building is 
open to visitors. 
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E N T R Y N U M B E R 

C O M M O N ; Hanover Courthouse 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

|2. LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

East s i d e o f U .S . 501 
C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

Hanover 
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V i r g i n i a Hanover 
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I. jMAP REFERENCe 

U.S.G.S. 7.5 Minute Series, Hanover Quadrangle, Virginia 
1:24000 
1969 
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1. Property broundaries where required. 

2. North arrow. 
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