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E N T R Y N U M B E R 

|1. NAME 

D A T E 

C O M M O N : 

Reynolds Homestead 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

Rock Spring Plantation 
2. LOCATION

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R :

E side of Rt . 798. .5 mi . N of in tersec t ion wi th Rt. 626.
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

(Cr i t z v i e . ) 

51 

C O U N T Y ; 

Patr ick 141 
% CLASSIFICATION 

C A T E G O R Y 
(Check One) 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
A C C E S S I B L E 

TO T H E P U B L I C 

• Distr ict Building 

• Site • Structure 

• Object

• Publ ic

Q Private 

• Both

Public Acquis i t ion: 

I I In Process 

I I Being Considered 

Occupied 

I I Unoccupied 

• Preservation work 

in progress 

Y e s : 

^ Restricted 

I I Unrestricted 

• No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I Agricultural 

I I Commercial 

I I Educational 

I I Entertainment 

I I Government 

1 I Industrial 

• Mil i tary 

Museum 

• Pork 

f~1 Privote Residence 

I I Religious 

I I Scientif ic 

[4 O W N E R O F P R O P E R T Y 

I I Comments 

O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Mrs. Nancy Susan Reynolds 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Bel le Haven 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Greenwich Connecrtcut 09 
$. LOCATION OF L E G A L DESCRfPTION 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

Patrick County Court House 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Stuart V i r g i n i a 51 

00 m 

[g. R E P R E S E N T A T I O N IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

H i s t o r i c American Buildings Survey Inventory 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1958 Federal • State • County • Locol
D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Library of Congress 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 
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OWNERSHIP 
CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

STATE : 

Vir inia 
COUNTY, 

Patrick 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

STATUS 

CODE 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

□ District ~ ' Building □ Public Public Acquisition: 

0 In Process 
rn Occupied Yes: 1/ 

□ Site □ Structure [x Private 

□ Object □ Both 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Agricultural 

O Commercial 

0 Educationa l 

0 Entertainment 

OWNER'S NAME : 

Government 

Industrial 

Military 

O Being Considered 

Pork 

Private Residence 

Religious 
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0 Preservation work 

in progress 
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□ No 
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|7. OESCRipfioiir 

CONDITION 
E E x c e l l e n t • G o o d • F a i r 

( C h e c k One) 

I I De te r i o ra ted • Ruins I I U n e x p o s e d 

( C h e c k One) 

[X| A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

• M o v e d [ 3 O r i g i n a l S i te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The following description of the Reynolds Homestead was written by JFrank 
Harton. supervisor of the restoration of the house, and i s quoted i n 
Reynolds Homestead 1814-1970 by Nannie M. T i l l e y , pp. VIII - IX. 

"The house i t s e l f and the outbuildings have been preserved to add 
to the picture of the farm and manufacturing l i f e of the Reynolds 
family. The log granary (corn crib) and ice house survive with the 
sturdier brick kitchen and milk house. 

"The dwelling house was constructed o i n two parts, the f i r s t a single 
room_two-story plan with s t a i r to the sleeping quarters above, was 
probably constructed just prior to th,e marriage of Hardin William 
Reynolds i n February, 1843_. Its o r i g i n a l fenestration indicates 
that i t faced Nobusiness Mountain and the old roadway i n the same 
manner as the f i r s t log home next door and toward the family burying 
ground. I t i s probable that this f i r s t part was roofed with a simple 
A-frame structure of shallow pitch. i ^ 

"Shortly afterward the need for more space caused Hardin William 
Reynolds to t r l p l ^ _ t h e j i z e of his home by the addition of a two-story 
single-bay c e n t r a l - h a l l e l l to the existing structure. Again, the 
main emphasis was towards Nobusiness Mountain and the old roadway, 
with the front facade of the o r i g i n a l house now blocked and becoming 
an i n t e r i o r wall for the new parlor. The roof of the older portion was, 
a.t^_this time, removed and r e b u i l t to conform to the hip roof s j y l e ^ o f 
the front addition. 

At this time the brick kitchen was b u i l t . This i s evidenced by the 
use of one of the twp \vrindows blocked by the house additipn being; 
used for'the single window of the kitchen. The dates of the other 
ou^^\^ildiVi^s are less, p e r t a i n . , . They stand i n their o r i g i n a l pattern 
with the exception of the granary which was moved back when the present 
roadway was opened. The entire complex as i t now stands was probably 
b u i i t before 1855^ " 

''Wi]dL-J.tjs_4)lastered bri^^ Doric and Ionic columned portico 
and low hipped roof one would l i k e n the dwelling, i n s t y l e 
~5reek"^evivar architecture made popular i n America by Jef 
exterior exhibits l i t t l e else to suggest any formal knowl 
d i s c i p l i n e i n architecture and t e l l s the story of a countCy 
talents. The greater window sizes of the addition indica 
awareness of styles then i n fashion. 

"Interior architecture of the older portion makes a startling 
with i t s exterior. The lower room has a paneled wainscot and 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y framed doors and windows. I t s mantel i s more elaborate 
than one would expect, and the l a t t i c e d s t a i r reminds one of the Chinese 
Chippendale taste by then long forgotten. Under layers of l a t e r paint 
was discovered the o r i g i n a l scheme of colors. These were freshened 
and copied to imitate the work of a remarkable house painter of the 
Nineteenth Century. A single panel of the o r i g i n a l colors has been 
preserved under the window near the s t a i r . 

CONDITION 
~ Excellent 

e9 Altered 

0 Good 0 Fair 

(Check One) 

0 Unaltered 

(Check One) 

O Deteriorated 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEA~ANCE 

0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved !]g Original Site 

The following description of the Reynolds Homestead was written by~ 
rton su ervisor of th~ r~i;;t:_oration of the hous_~, and is quoted in 

Reynolds Homestead 1814-1970 by Nannie ·M. Tilley~ pp. VIII - IX. 

"The house itself and the outbuildings have been preserved to add 
to the picture of the farm and manufacturing life of the Reynolds 
family. The log granary (corn crib) and ice h~use survive with the 
sturdier brick k i tchen and milk house. 

"The dwelling house was constructed l ; in two parts, · the first a single 
~QP~ _J:wo-story plan ~ith stair to the sleeping quarters above, was 
probably construct"ed just prior to the marriage pf Hardin William 
Reynolds in February, 1843. ' Its original fenestration indicates 
that it f~c-ed Nob~sines~M ountain and the old roadway in the same 
manner as the first log home next door and toward the family burying 
ground. It is probable that this first part was roofed with a simple 
A-frame structure of shal~ow pitch. 

"Shortly afterward the need for more space caused Hardin William 
Reynolds _to tri le the ~~~e .of his home by the addition of a two-story 
single •bay central- hall- ell to the existing structure. Again, the 
i'na:in emphasis was towards Nobusiness Mountain and the old roadway, 
with the front facade of the original house now blocked and becoming 

·-rl 

an interior wall for the new parlor. The roof of the older portion was, 
~-~_J:_!J._:!:_~ __ t ~~e ~ _ ;-e_~~~ed an~ rebuilt to conform to the hip _ roor ~_!:y_!g___of 
the front addition. 

"At this time the brick kitchen was built. ·Thi; 1.s ~videnced b/ ~he 
use ?f o?-~ , Of t~e .~'? r7}ndc;>"ty,s -: ~~?~1.<ed by the house additiRU 1 e~ing ; 
used for - the single window of the kitchen. The dates of the other 

. oun1,1pdir,1?~ ar7 }~ss: -T~rr,d~-· . ·_ 1'1ey stand in their original pattern 
with the exception of the · granary which was moved back when the present 
roadway was opened. The eptire complex as _ ~t now stands was probably 
buii't before 1855 : ---· ----~- " 

"Wi.tlL.its_pla~t~red brick Qoric_ and Ionic columned portico e 
~~4-and low hipped roof one would liken the dwelling, in style 

Greelc~evival ··architecture made popular in America by Jef 
exterior exhibits little else to suggest any formal knowl 
discipline in architecture and tells the story of a count 
talents. The greater window sizes of the addition indica 
awareness of styles then in fashion. 

"Interior architecture of the older portion makes a 
with its exterior. The lower room has a paneled wainscot and 
architecturally framed doors and windows. Its mantel is more elaborate 
than one would expect, and the latticed stair reminds one of the Chinese 
Chippendale taste by then long forgotten. Under layers of later paint 
was discovered the original scheme of colors. These were freshened 
and copied to imitate the work of a remarkable house painter of the 
Nineteenth Century. A single panel of the original colors has been 
preserved under the window near the stair. 
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"The addition i s starkly simple i n i t s i n t e r i o r architecture. The 
use of heavy base, door and window trim, together with the uninterruptec 
pediment of the back-boarded mantel follows the suggestion of Greek 
Revival architecture. The hand of another fancy painter was 
apparently employed i n this part of the house as the colors and 
techniques are of diff e r e n t values and texture. The paintwork, with 
spattered, grained and marbled surfaces, i s t y p i c a l of the period." 

S?-t ^ 

Form 10-3000 
(July 1969) 

UNI T ED STATES DE PARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PAR K SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

STATE 

Virginia 
CO UN T Y 

Patrick 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

(Number all entrlee) 

7. "The addition is starkly simple in its interior architecture. The 
use of heavy base, door and window trim, together with the uninterrupte 
pediment of the back-boarded mantel follows the suggestion of Greek 
Revival architecture. The hand of another fancy painter was 
apparently employed in this part of the house as the colors and 
techniques are of different values aud texture. The paintwork, with 
spattered, grained and marbled surfaces, is typical of the period." 

..... 



PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I P r e - C o l u m b i a n | • 16fh C e n t u r y 

• 15th C e n t u r y • 17fh C e n t u r y 

• 18th Cen tu ry 

( 3 19th Cen tu ry 

• 20 th C e n t u r y 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

A b o r i g i n a l 

r~l P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

I I C o m m e r c e 

I I C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I I E d u c a t i o n 

I I E n g i n e e r i n g 

I I Indust ry 

I I I nven t ion 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• M u s i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

l o sophy 

( I S c i e n c e 

1 1 Scu lp tu re 

i I S o c i o l / H u m o n -

i t o r i an 

• T h e a t e r 

I I T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

I I Urbon Planning 

g] Other (Specify) 

History 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The*^Reynolds Homestead,' more formally c a l l e d Rock Spring Plantation, 
was b u i l t i n 1843 by Hardin Williams Reynolds on land inherited from 
his father, Abraham Reynolds, an early s e t t l e r i n the area. I t was i n 
the brick plantation house that Hardin Reynolds' wife, Nancy Jane Cox, 
gave b i r t h to their sixteen children, the second son of whom was Richard 
Joshua Reynolds (1850-1918), founder of the R. J . Reynolds Tobacco Company 

In 1969, Nancy Susan Reynolds, daughter of R. J. Reynolds, deeded seven 
hundred ten acres of Rock Spring Plantation to the Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute Educational Foundation for the establishment of the Reynolds 
Homestead Research Center. Seven acres of the plantaion, including 
the main house, its outbuildings, and family cemetery, were retained 
by Mrs. Reynolds to serve as a museum of plantation life in the mid-
nineteenth century. The house and outbuildings were carefully restored 
to their ante bellum appearance, and many pieces of Reynolds furniture 
were returned to. the interior., . , . , . .,.-.( 

The Reynolds Homestead has been preserved not only as a^;ypical. 
plantation compex of i t s era and place, but as a memorial to the 
Reynolds family, who played such a" leading xple i n the development of 
the nation's tobacco industry. I t was through the ef f o r t s of families 
such as the Reynolds that tobacco became such an important factor , 
i n the economic r e h a b i l i t a t i o n of the South following the C i v i l War. 
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian I 
0 15th Century 

0 16th Century 

0 17th Century 

'SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable andKnown) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Aboriginal 

0 Prehistoric 

0 Historic 

□ Agriculture 

e9 Architecture 

□ Art 

□ Commerce 

□ Communications 

□ Conservation 

(Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Education 

□ Engineering 

□ Indus try 

□ Invention 

□ landscape 

Architecture 

□ Literature 

0 Military 

0 Music 

STATEMENT OF siGNIFICANCE 

0 18th Century 

GJ 19th Century 

0 Political 

0 Religion/ Phi-

losophy 

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Social/ Human­

itarian 

0 Theater 

0 Transportation 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

K) Other (Specify) 

History 

Thei.,:Reynolds Home:stead / more 'formally called Rock Spring Plantation, 
was built in 1843 b Hardin Williams Reynolds on land inherited from 
his father, Abraham Reynolds, an early settler in the area. It was in 
the brick plantation house t~a~F,ardin Reynolds' wife, Nancy Jane Cox, 
gave birth to their sixteen children, the second son of whom was Richard 
Joshua Reynolds (1850-1918),~~r o!_ the R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Compan. 

In 1969, Nancy Susan Reynolds, daughter of R. J. ReyDolds, deeded seven 
hundred ten acres of Rock Spring Plantation to the Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute Educational Foundation for the establishment of the Reynolds 
Homestead Research Center. Seven acres of the plantaion, including 
the main house, its outbuildings, and family cemetery, were retained 
by Mrs. Reynolds to serve as a museum of plantation life in the mid­
nineteenth century. The house and outbuildings were carefully restored 
to their antebellum appearance, and many pieces of Reynolds furniture 
"t:_vere , r_eturn_ep to. _the_ i,!lterip):'. .. __ ,. " 

The _ Reynolds Homestead has been pre?ecyed n,ot only as a S ~al_. _ 
~ntation compex ~fits era and place, but as a memorial to ·the " 
Reynolds family, who played sue~~ leading ~~le in ~he devel?pme~t of 
the nation's tobacco industry. It was througll the ef~orts of famili~s 
such as the Reynolds .J:hat tobacco became such an important fac~9r , 
in-the--ecoriomic rehabilitation of the South following the Civil War. 
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Tilley, Nannie M., Reynolds Homestead 1814-1970. Richmond: Robert Kline 
••- and Company, 1970, .̂ , . 'jl: ..'Z:: \ .2''.':",! 
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DEFINING T H E C E N T E R POINT O F A P R O P E R T Y 
O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E AND t -ONOITUOK C O O R M M K V K * 
DEFINING A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

N A M E AND T I T L E : 

Virginia Historic Landmarks Coign;!,gyl"" <n-lffffic ff̂ jnĝ  g. 
O R S A N I Z A T I O N 

Virginia Historic Landmarks Ct^ainlsslon tVynTwsT*^n 107f 

=1 

8 S T R E E T AND NUMBER: . B : o- a: 

teom 1116. ^Jlnth Street Office Bu 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service.'"The'recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National • SUte ^ Lo?al, • 

lhairman Dr. Edward P. Alexander, 
Title Virginia Historic TAndnmrks CommTfeslnn 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chief, Office of Archeology and HiatoriffPi 

DAe 

Presetrtdion 

ATTEST: 

Date Date 

Keeper of The National Register 

• i ~J ·•,:. . . 

'( 1\.-, ·•~:: ti'.(. f .., . l! :."O•"i • , \ l 'U"f". ,-. t(_ - i 
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Vir inia Historic Landmarks 
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- ···· -·· ·-' - .. A■ the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

. 89-665), I hereby nomimte· i ~'i~ ~~ for inclusion 

I hereby certify that thia property is included in the 

National Register. 
... \ ' • :· : .: / -r"'" ·-

in the National Reaii■ter an,d _certify t-ba,t .J~ has been 

evalu~t,r1 accor~in& . to ~fie cri~\~ ~ ~nd. ~t\m res ■et 
forth by the Nati~l Park' Servµ:e. 'fbe r,co'1mended 
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