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ra wmracker:  Monitpelier is sn unusually
rze and imposing nia
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atlon house Tor tiae area with azn eight-
addltions ;-om several later pericds.

of the house gives it its principal

nill century core an
oiuticnary natw
gctural interes

Conalglon of labric: Structurally sound but not well

[y

N Tne two-story house is eleven-bays
O ‘ ide, TFrom the west, 1t beconmes
arent tnat the nouse structure is made up of a five-bay main
cli wita north and south three-bay wings The slope of the
7 -

&

0 o

.) long on tne e

fO o

o
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= oF D

creates 2 nigh Znglish basemenit on uhc east side. At one

tite wings were apparently one-story; a brick second story

added,

2. Foundations:; Uncoursed rubble limestone,

C. Wall constructicn: $Stone and bricx are covered with

a coatl of swooth tan-yellow scored stucco to resemble ashlar,
lexents such as keystones are also delinezated.

0 to fr forg pot
WO b

ed cornice 1ls supported by fou” Dier On the east, the domi-
or the house with eis nt large stuccoed provineizl Tuscan colunmns
The verandah f'_Loor':mD is ﬂuppo*ued by eight brick plers, one
located under each colunn,
; Z, Chinneys: There is an intericr-end chluney at each end
of the mailn block, and one at the end of each wing. . A1l have
Drick stacks and corbelled caps.

¥. Openlngs:

Le DOOﬂvays and doors: The doorwzays In the central
Day ODGJ¢M8 intc the hall have rectangular transcms with geo-
metric designs and double doors. The doorways opgning fronm the
wings onto the verandah have rectangular transoms with two rows
of three lights. The south doorway has no transcu. The center-
bay dcorvay 1n the English basement has double doors and & tran-
sor made up of two rows of Tive ligznts.

2. Windows: Scue of the windeows on the east slide

nant Tfeature is a two-stor Vurandun st“ctch¢nf the entire lengtly
<&

D. Porches: On the west, a tnfoe ~pay porch with a brackelr

ir eawlv nine-over-nine or six-over-nine wooden double
S Otnb¢s, and all of those on tne west side, have
phes changed to two-over-two lights in the early |
o

., Roof: Tne gable rool covering the central block has

a cross gab1@ on the east and the west slcope. The zable rool
system 1 complicated by the lower ridze Lline and western slope
of the wiangs, althoush the eastern roof slope appears to be
uniforn as it extends over tic verandzh,

III. Descripticn of the Interlor:
A. Floor plan: The house 1s only one roomx deedn., In whe

3
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basauent a serles of rooms stretch along the length., On the fipst
2400 tae maln Dlock is an examble of a central hall two-over-two
plan. A small hall cpens off the north and soubh roors and leads
Lo a narrow stalr. From that peint, anciher reonm opens in the end
c¥ each wing., 4 s wijﬁr nlan is Tollowed cn +the second Tloor.

5. Stairways The main stair is = two-run, open-siring

. stalr with reCLanbulur balusters and a molded handrall. There 1s

| en ornarental bracket work and a muhlter fan design ow each riser

- epandrel, The secondary stulrs in each wing are enclosed, one-
run stuirs.

C. Wall and celling Tinish: The cellirze are plaster. In |
many rocus the naper is peeling, mevealling nineteenth century ,fg-,eO»i
reuvric designs painted on the walls The noyia room in the main
blocx ig finished with circa 1800 style panelling.

D. Docrwavs and doors: Bixnpanellea wooden doors nave doors
Ways with archlirave irim, Panclicd double doors with a cross

ar lead to lhe extericr Iror the nall,

Z. Trims There is a2 crown molding coraice and a mcelded
chair r=il in all ol the roozs except the second flcoor wing roons,
The most elaborate room in the house, the northern room of the i

{Number all ontries)
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in bloeix is fully panelled. A wide entablature with a mcelded
rmic

F. Heating: Fireplaces in every room provide the only heating arrange
ment in the house. The most elaborate mantel, in the panelled room, has an
entablature with a molded cornice, Wall-of-Troy dentil, stylized metope and
triglyph frieze and panelled pilasters. Qther features of the mantels are
wide shelves, panelled and fluted pilasters, dentils, quarter fan designs and

a marbleized finish. In the second floor wing rooms, the mantel shelves are
shallower and the frieze is not as deep as in the other mantels.

v, BSite

Ling and orient: Hontpeller 15 slituzted

cornice, Wall- o*—Tﬂoy dentil anéd z frieze witih metope and tri-
zlyph encircles the room. Two fluted pilasters flank a wide panel
ebeve the wmantel, The windows nave archltrave trim and are deep
set in zll the rooms, exceplt in those in the second floor wing
TOOLS .

5 A, i Set wtiong

| on a nill in the F.T., Valley. Tuhe went facade locks out to the

i Blue Ridge Mountaines, and the east zcross the former terraces and
Tields Lo the Hazel River,

3. Outbuildings: Sguare white Trame buildings with DYra—-
nidal roods, one 2 smoke hiduse and the other a storage house, sit
1o the north and south of the nouse. When the original founda-
ticns detericraced, these bulldings ware ra ¢ued and put on cihder!
blocx Toundaticns. & ITrame, gohle roofed, two-story cabin with ‘
an exterior and cnlinney 1s located scuoh of tne nouse and cut-
pulldings. Several late nineteenth conuurj or ear*y twentieth
century barns and sheds are cluztersd Lo ihe sout ané a pictur-

| esgue mid-nincteenthh century barn ShfruUﬂdbd Dj a rall fence ;
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ESTATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
t
| Hmontpelier is th
21ily imposing early »
iSounty. Dramatically
‘2 focal voint for the
stretching Iron Spere
hmadison county lines,
Francis Thorntcen © T
scres In present dey Rap ocl 1
Hde and his cnlldren, Wil John a Mary, m
wilderness arca a2bout 1740, in part to escape the nz2ce of
malaria-bearing mosaqulitos in the lowlands. Frw.cis Thornton
vullt Montpellier for Willizm, and another house, Thornton Hill,
a2t the head o7 the valley for John. George °n¢ngto vas a
cousin of the Thorntcons and waz a fresuent VLSltOP at Ion tngliep
¥ontne libf wag inherited by De. Philiv Tnornuc“, son of
Willlam, and his French wile, Ga oline Homassel, wao, it 1is
galid, entertained Louis Pallinnpne of France ithere. The vprovperty
irexained in the Thcornton family untlil the death of Carcline
Homassel in 1876, vhen it was pur chaued by Zecharizh Hudson
Snacklelord. The Shacklefords kept the house until the late
1960%'s, when it beczme the pronerty of James W. Fletcher and
nls wife Zildred Thornton, a descendant of Frauncis Thorntcn,
Although the nouse has undergone alteratiocns and enlarge-
ment on the exterior, i1t retaline much finrne early woodWOW’, and
ia Llmportant ss one of the princinle ssats of the Thorntons,
Presentiy unoccupled, nonipeller remalns one of the major land-
narss ol pledimont Virzinila.
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