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CONDITIO/\i 
Excellent CJ Good 

(Chock Ono) 

J_;J Altorcci O Unaltered 

(Check Ono) 

0 Dotorioratod 

I DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

I. G0:1e:..,,al State:n2r:t; 

0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Chock One) 

0 Moved :r:;J Origlnol Site 

~. A~chitectu~~l ch~racter: ~o~tDelier is an unusually 
la:::-·se o.nC. icposin0 plc-.. ntc..tion house for ... t:le area with a:'1 eight­
~2~th c0ntury core and additions f~om several later periods. 
Th0 evolution&~y nuture of the house gives it its princioal 
architectural interest. ... 

B. Condition of fabric: Structurally sound but not well 
::1~i~:tained. 

i T-:-, ~~- DGscription of the Exterior: 
P.. Cverctll di:nonsio,,s: The two-story house is eleven-bays 

(110 ft.) lon5 on the east side. Fro□ the west, it becomes 
3.::_:,p:::.r0Lt tl1.:1t the I1ouse structure is mQ.de up of a five-bay main 

1 
block ,,-:it:-.. north and south threG-bay wings. 'I'he slope of the 
D.~11 cr-oates a. his,.'1 En5lish basement on the ea.st side. At one 
ti:::e tl:1e winss were a:9parently one-story; a bric1-: second story 
was added. 

B. Foundations: Uncoursed rubble li;;;estone. 
C. 'da.11 constructivn: Stone and bric~,;: are covered 1.·lith 

a coat of ssooth tan-yellow scored stucco to resemble ashlar, 

V> 

m 
m 

z 
2le~ents such as keystones are also delineated. ~ ~ 

D. Porches: On the vrest, a throe-bay porch with a bra.eke·::, 
--t ed cornice is supported by four piers. On the east, the domi-

nant feature is a two-story verandah str0tchin5 the entire len5t{1 :;o 
o:i.' the house with eie;ht lar5e stuccoed provincial Tuscan columns:. c: 
Tl:e verandah floorin:; is supported by ei3ht brick piers, one ' 
located under each column. 

E. Chiumeys: There is an interior-end chimney at each end 
. of the main block, and one at the end of each wing. All have 
ibrick stacks and corbelled caps. 
I F. O:ieni:15s: 
I .L. Doorways and doors: The doorways in the central 
bay ope"ii::-,g into the hall have rectangular trans oms with geo­
metric designs and double doors. The doorways opening from the 
Hin5s onto the verandah have rectangular transo:cs ·with two rows 
of three lig.l-its. The south doorway has no tro.nsc;;;. The center­
bay doorway in the En:;lish basement has double doors and a tran-
SOffi made up of two rows of five li;.1-i.ts. 

2. \'lindo\rn: Some of the windO\'!S on the east side 
rets.in t:1eir early nine-over-nine or six-ovez--nine wooden double 
hu~g sc~shes. Others, and all of' those on t~e \·rest side, have 
hac. the sashes changed to two-over-two lights in the early 
twentieth century~ 

G. Roof: Tr1e gE..ble roof coverin3 the central block has 
a c~oss gablG on the e:.1st, and the west slope. The gable roo:i:'"' 
system is corr:plicatea. by 'ci::.o lower rid3e line and western slope 
of the wL,c;s, al thou.st. the e2.stcrr. roof slope appears to be 
uniiorm as it extends over t:: ... : verandah. 

III. Descriptic:, of 
A. Floor pla:'l: 

the rr:.:.c:..--ior~ 
The house is only one room deep, In the 

n 
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base:i:ent ~ series of rootr.s stretch alons the lencth. On the firsi 
·".,o·,r+'·1~ 1"'...,l·,..., ... olo 0 '·i·s·,11e···1·"' .o t 7 ' 77' 
.:-; .., v ...... \,,;.! •:i~-.,,

7 
.l.J _ 1,,.;.1.,. c.. ··"-;d.·\Pl.e OJ. a co~ r-aJ. na..L .... t.\Vo-over-t1,,lO 

1 
,h~n. A sr.1cc~l ,'1all opens 01 .,_ tne north :-.cno so"Jth roo::,s and leads 
to a r.:1~"r0\'I' stair. l?ro2 th3..t point, another r:·,0:11 opens in the en{: 
C ...... :i ..... ...,"\--,,,1•,..,ct l\"~'r11•""',..y,~,1 .:; .r-11 - ~· d•'" 

.i. i.:;_;~l._;..,J, .-, ~•0• .. -.. 0 -·.·.,, .L:·L~ ~.,_an ... s .LO owea en une secon .1...Loor. 
3. Stairways: T:1e r:::air: stair is :l. two-run, open-string 

sta~r with r8ctangular balusters ~nd a molded handrail. There is 
sn orna=ental bracket ~rork &nd a auarter ~an design on each riser 
sp~~Ldrel. The secondary stairs iil eact w:.ng are e:iclosed, one­
:rur.. st,.1,i:cs. 

;"': ·•,77 ~-,..,,' ce"l~., .... -"-"· .!81 m' ,.,~ 1 t T ' 
..... 11~-1,.J...J.. .::.~~~ ..J.. •. 1..1.0 ..:.lnJ.. .... :1: .1.t1e cc.1....1..rr:GE; e,re D a.s er • .Ln : 

1::a:-~y roc::~s the :)aper is peiSlins, : ... l::V0alir:2:; nineteenth century geoJ 
:-:.et~::.c des isns painted on the 1.~·nl J. s" The nor•t:1. room ir: the main 
Oloci;;: is finished with circa 1800 style pr.ne:1.ling. 

D.. Docrw:::1-ys c~nd door·s: Six-:-janclleQ ';;oode~ doors have door 
\•lays wlt:-:.. ar-cllitr~:1,ve trim. Pan0ll0d double doo~s 1.-Jith a c:.,,...oss 
bar lead to the exterior fro~ the hall. 

~ .. Tri~: There is a crowL ;11oldins cornice and a molded 
c~air r~il in all of th3 rooxs except ~he secc~d floor wing rooms. 
'!"he most elabor8..~e :"oom in the house, t[1e northern room of the 
::-.air. bloc:~ is fully panelled. A wicle e::1tablatur0 with a molded 
cornice, Wall-of-Troy dentil and a frieze with metope and tri-
3lyph e~circles the rooc:. Two fluted pilasters flank a wide pane 
2..bvvc the u~2..~ .. tel. The windows hava architrave trim and. are deep 
set in all the rooms, except in those in the second floor wine 
ro o~r:s .. 

F. Heating: Fireplaces in every room provide the only heating arrange} 
ment in the house. The most elaborate mantel, in the panelled room, has an 
entablature with a moldeed cornice, Wall-of-Troy <lentil, stylized metope and 
triglyph frieze and panelled pilasters. Other features of the mantels are 
wide shelves, panelled and fluted pilasters, <lentils, quarter fan designs and 
a marbleized finish. In the second floor wing rooms, the man.tel shelves are 
shallower and the frieze is not as deep as in the other mantels. 

N. Site: I 
A. G0r.er3..l settin:~ ::L1d oricnt,-~tlvn; I,1ontpelier is situ'1.ted 

on a ~1ill in the F.T, Valley. Tl1e we~:~ facade looks out to the 
Blue Ri~3e Kount~lns~ and the east ~cross the former terraces &nd 
fiel~s to the H~zel River. 

B. Outbuildinss: Squ2.re white fr.3.n:e buildino,s with pyra-
::id2..l roofs., o:ne a s:11o~<e h6use and. the other a storase house, sit 
tv tr'.1.e -::..orth and s ou.t.:1 of the house. \f.t1en the original f'ounda-
t i or...s det2r~o:,,...a -::.e-i, t::es o buildinss v: :;re raised and put on cinder 
b1oct:: foundatior..s. _c::_ :"1"::::ria, 5::.t)le roo:Ced, tv,o-s~~ory cabin \•rith 
a~ exterior e~d chii~ey is loca~ed sou~h of the house and out­
b1..:.ildin3s. Sev;::;ral 12.te ~-~.:..:--:eteent~;.. century or early twentieth 
C(n:t.ury barns and s::eCs are clustered. to ·i::,{"J.e sout!l, and a pictur­
esaue mid-n~nGteanth century ba~n surrounded by a rail fence 
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I. AHEAs as· 51GNIFLCANC!c: 

. Ab..ir i~1ir1ul 

! 8 Prehistoric 

0 Historic 

D Agriculturo 

G':;J Architocturo 

0 Art 

□ Commerce 

0 Communication~ 

0 Conservation 

(Chock Ono or fttoro u.~ Apprapr-iDlo) 

Cl 1:ducation 

0 En9inooring 

O Industry 

0 Invention 

D Landscape, 

An:h i ti>cture 

0 Literature 

0 Military 

0 Music · 

lsTATEMENT OF' SIGN,FtCANCI. 

i 

CJ Political □ Urban Planning 

□ Rel igian/Phi. XJ Other (Specify) 

losophy local history 
CJ Science 

D Scu lpturo 

D Social/Human• 

ita.rion 

0 Th<><llcr 

□ Transportation 

j ~ontpelier is tha ~ost historically noted and architectur-
1ally i;-;;posi::13 e.s.rly pla:1t.:::.t::.o::: l'louse :re;:.la.ir-ilng in Ra::ipaham:ock 
1Gou~ty. Drasatically situated on a steep hill, it has lons bee. 
'i· a foc::11 poir1t tor t:1e surrounding F. '.2 .. (2r:]_ncis Thornton) Valley 
, stretcllinc i'ro;:, 31).c:;r:cyville to the :-:_ ,a.}1annook, Culpeper and 
·1., ,. ~ ~ .J.. .... ~ ~aa~son counL.y L~nes. 
: ~rQ~c1s ~1~o~rt"n o'ot~ 4~~? 0 ~r~~• o~ 1~~~y ~~ou~andc 01~ 
I
. ., Cl.~• .._ ..._ .a. ~ _1.uu i._..!..,..L'-'"-. -i...-:.. .,;,_:;;. ..__._ .... u _ .,1'--.1.• '-',L..&. - ..:..i 

B.cres it~ prGser.1.t d2~y Rap1:>Ql'13.nnocl( incluC :r:s the }? • T. Valley. 
120 and his children, Williaru, John snd ~ary, came ~o this 
h·:il,\erness ar2a ;;!,bout 1740; in part to escape tt.e i-.,en.?,ce of 

ln:w.L::.ria.-b22.rin6 mosouitos i:c the lm-rlands. FrE;.nc1s Thornton 
D'Jil t Xor1tpelier for ;'lilliam, and another house, Thornton Hill, 
2t the head of the valley for John. George Washington was a 
cousin of the Thorntons and was a freauent visitor at Montpelie .• 

i r.:ontpelier W,;..S inh.eri ted by Dr. Philin Tho.,..nton, son of 
·1ttillia:r;, and his Fi"ench wife, Caroline Homassel, who, it is 
said., entert·:1.ined Louis Ph.111::ipe of ]'ranee there. The property 

'raxainad in the Thornton family until the death of Caroline 
Homassel in 1876, when it wa.s purchased by Zechariah Hudson 
Shackleford. The Shacklefords kept the house until the late 
1960 1 s, whan it becsme the property of James W. Fletcher and 
\bis wife ~ildred Thorntori, a lescendant of Francis Thornton. 
I Altt10ugh the house has undergone alterat.io;ns and enlarge-
:::ant on th0 exte:."ior, 1 t retains much fine early woodworz., and 
:•.-:". i:c-)ortar!.t s.".3 on~· of tl1e tir.inci:)le sec.ts of the Thor::.--.tons. 
?:; .. csently w1occu.pied, .i:-iontpelier remains one of the major land­
,.,.,"' r'~s 01·' oied·,-.---,,,t V1r-~n1·a I .Li..i...- •\.. • 1.,,.v..... 6• · • 

! 
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stands at the botto~ of the hill to the east, 

G.P.H. 
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CODE 
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;NAME'. AN;:1 ';,TLE; 

As tht: de~il.;;n:1tcd Slate Liaison Officer for t_;)e N;;­

tion;.il iiisto:ic Pr..:5crv.:.tion Act of 1966 (Pubiic L;;w 

89-1>•.'IS), l hcr,:by :1s1rr,i.n.;~c thi5 property fo; inclusion 

in the :--;,:1\.L>li~-,: Ri.:~tu\c;· and -::crtify tho\ 1t has been 

evulu;..t.:-C .;ccor<licg to tl:e '"~:1tcnJ and :;roccdurcs set 

fotth by tt1..:: ~ation:.l Pt.rk S£:rvice, The recommc~itd 

level 0£ si,;rci.fic..:ince of this nor:.ina':.ion is.: 

N.:..;.ional O State L6Cal 0 

Title 

J .. R. ?isf .. Oui)ar_e, Directoxi 
Vi~5i~i~ ~isto~ic 

--,b:i.i~~~c----J.~:~~-Ci..'l-----

ii 
i' 
Ii 
Ji I hereby c0rllfy that this property is included in the 

,I Na;.ional Regi;ns;;r. 

!i 

Chief, Office of Archeoloj_jy ilnd Hi:,;toric Preservation 

Dar,;: _____________________ _ 

i! A TT:SS'T: 
I 

VI 

m 
m 

z 
v . 
..., 
;;o 

c:: 
n 






