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The New Market Battlefield Park consists of about 160 acres west of
the Valley Pike (U. S. Route 11) and about one mile north of New
Market. The rolling countryside is relatively free of trees and
shrubs, and the land generally slopes from west to east. In the
middle of the battlefield stands the Bushong House, used by both

s 8ides as a hospital during the battle and now the visitor center

¢ for the park. Trails lead across the battlefield and up to the

" point where the Federal cannon were emplaced. Several full-scale
models of Civil War fieldpieces are on display on the bluff, which
also has overlooks that provide excellent views of the valley and the
Shenandoah River.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

As one of the supporting movements in Grant's campaign for Richmond
in the spring of 1864, Union troops were to advance up the Shenandoah
railroad lines and destroying Lee's bases of supply. On May 9,
1864, Union Major General Franz Sigel began moving his command

of about 6,500 men toward Staunton, a vital rail center controlled
by Confederate forces under Major General John C. Breckinridge.

By the time the Union troops had arrived at Strasburg, Breckinridge
had gathered his command of about 5,000 men, including 247 cadets
from The Virginia Military Institute in Lexington, and marched

from Staunton to oppose them. Breckinridge chose New Market as

his battleground since the turnpike from Front Royal and Luray
joined the Valley Pike (the main north-south thoroughfare) there.
On May 15, 1864, the Confederates defeated the slightly larger
Union forces. It was the only engagement in the Civil War in
which cadets participated.

The Battle of New Market has been called one of the most important
secondary engagements of the Civil War. Douglas Southall Freeman
wrote:

Had Sigel not been driven back when he was, the Valley of
Virginia might have been occupied by the Federals before

the wheat crop was harvested. Hunger would have come

sooner. In addition, the western end of the Virginia

Central Railroad would have fallen into hostile hands.

The prospects of losing that supply line might have compelled
Lee to send part of his Army to the Valley while pressure

at Spotsylvania was heaviest. Short as was the time saved

by the Battle of New Market, it was invaluable.

Iwenty-three days later, however, the Union Army, then under

the command of Major General David Hunter, returned to New Market.
The struggle for supremacy in the Shenandoah Valley continued for
another five months, the turning point coming on October 19, 1864,
when Major General Philip H, Sheridan won a crushing victory at
Cedar Creek.
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A graduate of The Virginia Military Institute, Mr. George Collins,
acquired most of the battlefield in 1944 and willed the property
to his alma mater, which received the 160-acre tract in 1964, with
a three million dollar endowment fund. A program of restoration
and development is now in progress.
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U.3.G+S. 15' quadrangle (Scale:1:62500)
Mt. Jackson, Va. 1942
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