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T I O N 

N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

• E x c e l l e n t g ] G o o d Q F a i r • D e t e r i o r o t e d • R u i n s • U n e x p o s e d 

( C h e c k One) 

• A l t e r e d U n a l t e r e d 

(Chack OneJ 

O Moved [ 3 Original Si le 
E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i t k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The New.Market B a t t l e f i e l d Park consists of about 160 acres west of 
the Valley Pike (U. S. Route 11) and about one mile north"of New 
Market. The r o l l i n g countryside i s r e l a t i v e l y free of trees and 
shrubs, and the land generally slopes from west to east. In the 
middle of the b a t t l e f i e l d stands the Bushongjtouse. used by both 

^si£es__as_a_Jios£ital during the battle^ and liSvTthe v i s i t o r center 
* ^ f o r the park. T r a i l s lead across the b a t t l e f i e l d and up to the 

point where the Federal cannon were emplaced. Several f u l l - s c a l e 
models of C i v i l War fieldpieces are on display on the b l u f f , which 
also has overlooks that provide excellent views of the va l l e y and the 
Shenandoah River. 
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• A r t 

\ I Commerce 

[ i Communications 

i I C o n s e r v a t i o n 
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u 

t/t 

UJ 

LU 
LTI 

As one of the supporting movements i n Grant's campaign for Richmond 
in the spring of 1864, Union troops were to advance up the Shenandoah 
Valley and take possession of Southwest V i r g i n i a , severing Confederate 
railroad lines and destroying Lee's bases of supply. On May 9, 
1864, Union Major General Franz Sigel began moving his command 
of about 6,500 men toward Staunton, a v i t a l r a i l center controlled 
by Confederate forces under Major General John C. Breckinridge. 
By the time the Union troops had arrived at Strasburg, Breckinridge 
had gathered his command of about 5.^Q0jnen, including 247 cadets 
from The V i r g i n i a M i l i t a r y I nstitute i n Lexington, and marched 
from Staunton to oppose them. Breckinridge chose New Market as 
his battleground since the turnpike from Front Royal and Luray 
joined the Valley Pike (the main north-south thoroughfare) there. 
On May 15, 1864, the Confederates defeated the s l i g h t l y larger 
Uniqn_Jorces,. I t was the only engagement i n the C i v i l War " i i i 
which cadets participated. 

The Battle of New Market has been called one of the most important 
secondary engagements of the C i v i l War. Douglas Southall Freeman 
wrote: 

Had Sigel not been driven back when he was, the Valley of 
V i r g i n i a might have been occupied by the Federals before 
the wheat crop was harvested. Hunger would have come 
sooner. In addition, the western end of the V i r g i n i a 
Central Railroad would have f a l l e n into h o s t i l e hands. 
The prospects of losing that supply l i n e might have compelled 
Lee to send part of his Army to the Valley while pressure 
at Spotsylvania was heaviest. Short as was the time saved 
by the Battle of New Market, i t was invaluable. 

Twenty-three days l a t e r , however, the Union Army, then under 
the command of Major General David Hunter, returned to New Market. 
The struggle for supremacy i n the Shenandoah Valley continued for 
another fiv e months, the turning point coming on October 19, 1864, 
when Major General P h i l i p H. Sheridan won a crushing v i c t o r y at 
Cedar Creek. 
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Battles and Leaders of the C i v i l War (4 vo l s . , New York, 1884-1888). 
Freeman, Douglas Southall, Lee's Lieutenants (New York, 1944). 
McDermott, John D. and Charles W. S n e l l , New Market B a t t l e f i e l d Park, 

V i r g i n i a (unpublished manuscript), special report prepared for the 
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Turner, E. R., The New Market Campaign (Richmond, 1912). 
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As ttie designated State Lia ison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National H State • Loca l • 

Name' 

Dr. Edward P. Alexander, Chairmar 
Title V i r g i n i a H i s t o r i c Landmarks C omm: ss 

Date 

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

(yL. 
Chief, Office~of Archeology and Historic Pres^^ation 

SEP 151970 
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Form IO-3OO0 UNITED S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

S T A T E 

V i r g i n i a 
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES C O U N T Y 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM Shenandoah INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 
FOR NPS USE O N L Y 

(Continuation Sheet) 
E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

(Continuation Sheet) 
7a. 9 v^, 00 ^rv 9//< 

(Number all antrlaa) 

A graduate of The V i r g i n i a M i l i t a r y I n s t i t u t e , Mr. George C o l l i n s , 
acquired most of the b a t t l e f i e l d i n 1944 and w i l l e d the property 
to his alma mater, which received the 160-acre tract i n 1964, with 
a three m i l l i o n d o l l a r endowment fund. A program of restoration 
and development i s now i n progress. 
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STATE 

Vi inia 
COUNTY 

Shenandoah 

N of inte ection with Rt. 211. 
CITY OR TOWN : 

STATE : 

1. Property broundories where required. 

2 . North arrow. 

3. Loti tude and longitude reference . 
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U.S.G.S. 15' quadrangle (Scale:1:62500) 
Mt. Jackson, Va. 1942 

New Market Battlefield Park 
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