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1. Name of Property

historic name _Fairview

other names/site number Breezeland, DHR File No. 88-12

2. Location

street & number 2020 Whitelake Dr. not for publication N/A
city or town Fredericksburg vicinity x
state Virginia code VA county Spotsylvania code 177 zip code 22401

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

s s e
——

As the designated author1ty under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby cert1fy that this _x_ nomination
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards "for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property

_Xx_ meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant ___ nationally
__ statewide _x_ locally. ( ___ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
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Slgnature)of certifying official Datle

Director, Virginia Department of Historic Resources
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National

Register criteria. ( ___ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
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I, hereby certify that this property is: ; :
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entered in the National Register ~ sonal Reglster
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determined eligible for the
National Register
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3. Classification
Twhersnip of Property (Check as Tany boxes as apply)
X srivate
public-iccal
public-State

public-Federal

Zategory of Property (Check cnly zne boX)
_ X building{s)
district
site
structure
obiect

]

Numkber of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing

_2 5 buildings
0 0 sites
o —_ 0T structures
o —_ 0 objects
2 57 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National

Register _ 0

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of

a multiple property listing.) _N/A
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6. Function or Use

.

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: DOMESTIC Sub: single dwelling
secondary structure

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: DOMESTIC Sub: single dwelling
sacondary structurae

AGRICULTURE agricultural outbuildings
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7. Description
ircnitectural Classificaticn (Enter categories from instructions)

Tederal

laterials (Enter categories from instructions)
foundation BRICK
roof STONE: slate
walls BRICK

other  WOOD: weatherboard

darrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition cf the property
on one or more continuation sheets.)

8. Statement of Significance

b it s s . ten s s s
e - — F—t——t—et ra—t——

Applicable National Register Criteria (Marx "~" in cpe or more Criteria Considerations (Mark “X* in ail the boxes that apply.)

2 ror i roper for National )
ig;?gter‘ Li;r?‘.?n;;]ter?a quatifying the preoerty To at 2 A owned by @ religious institulion of used lor seligious purposes.

___A Prqxﬂy 14 associated with evenls hal have made a significunt corrmpulion to e broad paitermns J—
of our history.

rernoved from i1 original locstion.
a birthplace or a grave,
B Properiy i sssociated wilh the lives of persons significant is our past,

x_ C Propeny embodies the distinclive charactensiics of 4 1ype, penod, or method of comstnaction N building, object.or siture.

or represents the work of 2 masler, or possesses high artislic vaiues, or represcrds @ signuficant —_—
and distinguishable entily whose comporents (ack individual distinction,

B
C
D accmewery.
E
F a1 commemoralive property.
G

D Propeny has vielded, or is likely %o yield information imporiant in prehisiery or history, jess than 50 years of age or achicved sigaif within the past 50 years

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)
Architecture

Period of Significance 1837 - 1859

Significant Dates _1837
T1859

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above}
_N/A

Cultural Affiliation _N/A

Architect/Builder Alsop, Samuel, Jr.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on
one or more continuation sheets.)
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9. Major Blbllographical References

{Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one
or more continuation sheets.)

———— o——— ———— s . s S —— —
—p—— = —t—— — —

Previous documentation on file {(NPS) Primary Location of Additional Data
__ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Xx_ State Historic Preservation Office
has been reguested. Other State agency

previously listed in the National Register : Federal agency
previously determined eligible by the National Register ___ Local government

___ designated a National Historic Landmark University
___ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # Other
___ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # Name of repository:
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10. Geographical Data
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Acreage of Property _5 acres__
UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
1 18 279940 4235320 2 18 279985 4235270
3 18 279960 4235160 4 18 279800 4235220
5 18 279820 4235305

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a
continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation
sheet.)
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name/title Katherine A. Sauners and Kymberly T. Wheeler

organization_Mary Washington College date _S8eptember 1993

street & number_ 1301 College Av. telephone 703-899-4037

city or town_Fredericksburg state_VA_zip code _22401
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SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

Fairview and its remaining five acres were once part of a large plantation established by
Samuel Alsop i1 eastern Spotsvlvania County, Virginia. The property includes a brick.
-ectangular, cavo-story. rive-bay, Federal-stvle dweiling with some Greek Revival-style details.
a brick. rectangular. iwo-story. five-bay. gable-roofed kitchen/ servants quarter. and five
noncontributing agricultural and domestic outbuildings. Fairview was built in 1837 by Samuel
Alsop, an entrepreneur, planter. and builder. Fairview is an example of the late Federal style
and represents the strong influence this design tradition had on domestic architecture in Virginia
well into the nineteenth century. The house is of special interest because it contains very good
:xampies of the cecorauveiv-carved wooden mantels that were Samuel Alsop’s architectural
‘rademark. The nouse nas oeen aiterea very little since 1ts construction: however, a nearby
nousing deveiopment carved from former plantation fields threatens the integrity of setting of

this magnificent dwelling and its associated farm buildings.

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS

Fairview. a massive brick residence that is fifty-four by thirty-seven feet with a gable
roof and four interior end chimneys, was built in the Federal style in 1837. Greek Revival-style
architectural details were added during later renovation. Two stories high and rectangular in
massing, the house is laid up in three- and five-course American bond brickwork and has a pair
of interior chimneys at each gable end. Glazed header bricks laid in the east end chimneys in
a diamond pattern contain the initials S. A. and the year 1837 inscribed in the brick. The
chimneys on the west end of the house are also decorated with a diamond pattern of glazed
header bricks that contain the initials W. E. Simple, flat jack arches support window openings
while large elliptical arches frame the door openings on the front and rear of the house.
Fairview’s interior plan features a wide central stair passage flanked on each side by two rooms.

Fairview’s most distinguishing features are its architectural details. Greek Revival-style
entrance porches on both principal eilevations (north and south) were added to the house in the
mid-nineteenth century. A massive wooden, three-bay, one-story, one-level entrance porch
supported by high brick piers is located on the north side of the house. Ghosts of the first,
much simpler Federal-style porch survive under the present porch. The porch possesses ten
square paneled columns and pilasters, a turned balustrade, and a balustraded deck above. The
porch frieze features an intricately carved pattern of alternating sunbursts and squares. This same
pattern, apparently a Samuel Alsop trademark, appears on other houses Alsop buiit, notably at
Kenmore Woods (1828) and Oakley (1827). A one-bay, one-story, wooden porch currently
supported by high cast concrete piers is located on the south side of the house. This porch has
four fluted square columns and a plain balustrade. The columns support a flat roof with a

simple frieze.

Fairview’s main entrance door, located on the north elevation, is a double door
surmounted by a seven-light rectangular transom and flanked by three-light sidelights above a
wooden paneled apron. The south elevation entrance door has no transom but, like the north
entrance door, it is flanked by three-light sidelights. Tripartite windows that consist of eight-
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over-eight double-hung sash windows rlanked by four-light side lights are positioned directly
over the front and rear doors.

The nine-over-nine double-hung windows on the first tloor and the six-over-six double-
hung windows on the second tloor have sandstone siils and flat jack arches. The six-light
casement windows of the raised basement have lintels with simple elliptical jack arches. A
decorative wooden cornice that features the same frieze pattern carved on the northern entrance

porch extends under the eaves of the slate gable roof.

Between 1929 and 1930, two-story frame additions were made to both the east and west
zable ends or the house to accommodate bathrooms. An exterior entrance to the basement was
uso included in the eastern addition. 3oth additions have orick roundations and are clad with
weatherboard. The gable roorf on each addition 1s covered with asphait shingies. A smalil one-
story rear ell with an attached screened porch was also added at the same time to the southwest
corner of the house. Connected to the kKitchen, this small room served as an eating area. Clad
with weatherboard, the addition is supported by brick piers and has a hipped root covered with

asphalt shingles.

Fairview’s floor plan contains a wide central passage flanked by two rooms on each side.
On the east side there is a double parlor, each room of which has direct access to the central
passage. Separated by sliding pocket doors, the parlors contain identical carved mantels. Each
of these Federal-style mantels has a dentil cornice and a frieze with a central rectangular panel
featuring a sunburst design. Semi-engaged Doric columns flank the fireplace opening. The
walls throughout the house are painted plaster. A kitchen now occupies the southwest corner
of the first floor. Both it and the northwestern room flank a side hall which leads from the
central passage to an exterior door and service buildings in the yard beyond. According to the
probate inventory of Samuel Alsop’s estate in 1860, the first floor of the house contained the
pariors, the central passage, a nursery, and a chamber. This chamber contained a bed and other
bedroom furnishings. The nursery, located in what is now the kitchen, contains a closed service
stair which communicates with every level of the house. The mantels in these two rooms are
simpler than those in the pariors. The mantel in the chamber features the same frieze decoration
and columns featured in the parior mantels, however, it has no dentils. The mantel in the
kitchen has a plain frieze with three rectangular wooden panels. The firepiace is flanked by two,
fluted, rectangular pilasters. The rooms of the first floor originally had chair rails, but these
have been removed. A picture rail has also been removed from the central passage.

The main stairway in the house has a turned wooden newel, an oval hand rail, and two
plain balusters for each tread. Simple scroll brackets adorn the string below each tread.
Beneath the string there are twelve vertical wooden panels. Directly below this stairway is an
enclosed stair that leads to the basement and what was originally the family dining room. The
basement dining room was located directly below the first-floor parlors and its floor, originally
brick, was covered by concrete in the 1960s. The walls of the basement are also brick and were
painted but never plastered. Ghosts of fireplace mantels survive in the dining room despite
modern repair and renovations. The probate of 1860 indicates that the Alsops dined in comfort.
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China, wine goblets. ivory-handled silverware, a wainut dinner table. a side board, and carpets
furnished the space. Built-in cupboards have been removed from the dining room.

The pian for the second floor of the house is identical to that of the first. Two large
bedrooms iie on both sides of the central passage which is lit at both ends by large tripartite
windows. Similar in size, the rooms contain wooden mantels that differ stightly, The mantel
located in the northeast corner bedroom has the same sunburst motif and columns as the parlors,
but dentils are located only on the architrave. The decorative carving in the southeast corner
bedroom contains a frieze which has, at its center, a sunburst inside a rectangular field. The
fireplace opening is surrounded by two, fluted, rectangular pilasters. The mantels of the
northwest and southwest corner rooms have simple triezes comprised of rectangular panels and
rluted pilasters that rlank the tireplace opening. The rooms of the second floor still retain their

chair rails.

Located immediately west of the main house 1s a brick, two-story, five-bay
kitchen/servants quarter dependency. Built over a low basement, this building has a gable roof,
a corbeled brick cornice, and two interior end chimneys. Similarities in the brickwork suggest
it was built at the same time as the main house. This kitchen is aligned with the west gable end
of the main house. A door in the west gable end provided access to the side service hall of the
main house. Two rooms are located on the first floor of the kitchen and a central stair leads to
the second floor which contains two rooms and a modern bathroom. The first-floor south room
contains a large fireplace with two wall ovens and the north room contains a smaller fireplace

with a carved wooden mantel.

There are five outbuildings to the west of the kitchen. These inciude a brick, one-story,

four-bay garage with a gable roof and a brick, one-story, one-bay smokehouse with a pyramidal
roof. A chicken coop, a large equipment shed, and a barn are of frame construction and have
corrugated tin roofs. All five outbuildings were built during the 1940s. All are deteriorating

rapidly.

Several large oak trees and magnolia trees shade the yard and survive from the nineteenth
century. Omamental boxwood, now much overgrown, line a sod-covered brick walkway leading
to the front porch.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Fairview is an example of the late Federal style and represents the strong influence this
design tradition had on domestic architecture in Virginia well into the nineteenth century. Built
by entrepreneur, builder, and planter Samuel Alsop, the house is of special interest because it
contains verv good exampies of the decoratively-carved wooden mantels and cornice details that
were Alsop's architectural trademark throughout Fredericksburg and eastern Spoisylvania
County.
Fairview is an exceptionally well-preserved example of the large, late Federal-style
plantation houses built by Alsop, with such Federal and Greek Revival details as the incised
decoration on the cornice and the Greek Revival porches on the north and south elevations with
their square. tluted. and paneled columns. Solidly built and generous in proportion. with the
exception of three wooden additions and mid-nineteenth-century porches, the house has been
altered little since its construction in 1837. The property originally encompassed about 1,200
acres.' After the Civil War, the plantation was reduced in acreage and passed through many

owners, Fairview now comprises five acres.

HISTORIC CONTEXT

Fairview is one of several brick houses that Samuet Alsop (1776-1839) constructed in the
eastern portion of Spotsylvania County, Virginia. During a building career that spanned more
than three decades, Alsop built the Shepherd House (early 1800s), Oakley (1828), Kenmore
Woods (1828), Coventry (1834), Mill Brook (1836), and numerous houses in Fredericksburg.’
He also supervised the construction of Berea Church in Spotsylvania County, now used as the
Spotsylvanmia Historical Society Museum. Fairview itself was built in 1837. The intricately
carved wooden mantels in these houses were his trademark.

Fairview is an example of the Federal and Greek Revival styles of building that were
especially popular in Virginia during the first half of the nineteenth century, a time of
agricultural change in Virginia. Many residents of the Tidewater counties were migrating to the
Piedmont or to states and territories farther to the west and south in search of new lands on
which to grow cotton. Samuel Alsop and his family remained in the Fredericksburg and
Spotsylvania area and prospered. Fairview is a reflection of Alsop’s wealth, but it is also a

reflection of his architectural preferences.

In addition to his role as builder, Samuel Alsop had financial interests in a diverse range
of enterprises.’ He owned land in the town of Fredericksburg, principally in the Liberty Town
addition, as well as in Spotsylvania, Caroline, and Culpeper counties. He continued to
purchase land until he died. At different times Alsop had owned a tavern in Spotsylvania,
operated the Alum Springs Mill in Fredericksburg to supply flour and cormn meal, as well as
plaster, and a lumber company in Fredericksburg.” He also supervised the operation of a mill
on his Fairview plantation.® Indeed, his main interests appeared to involve the operation of his
plantation where he grew rye, oats, corn and wheat. Alsop resided at Fairview from 1837 until

his death in 1859,”
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Sam Alsop’s estate at the time of his death was considerable. According to the detailed
inventory taken of his estate in 1860, Alsop owned more than one hundred slaves, $3,000 worth
of livestock and equipment, and $730 in furniture and househoid goods. Tax books reveal he
had assets of over $100,000. The Fredericksburg Star of July 18, 1888, described Alsop as
"one of the largest slave and land owners and moneyed men in this section of Virginia,"

At the time of Alsop’s death in 1859, Fairview consisted of nearly 1,200 acres.* Soon
afterward, the Samuel Alsop family migrated to Georgia as the threat of the Civil War loomed
larger.” Fairview survived the war, and, after the family returned, the family soid it to John
P. Herndon and Ann Eliza Herndon in 1866."° Mrs. Herndon was the granddaughter of Samuel
Alsop. Like many other land owners in Virginia during the post Civil War period. the Herndons
encountered financial difficulties in the late 1860s and began to sell parcels of Fairview land.

In April 1869 Mrs. Mary E. Stoy purchased 250 acres and John Hayes purchased
approximately seventy acres of Fairview property." Deeds of trust were then established by
Herndon and William Fitzhugh for the remaining acreage. These 475 acres included the main
dwelling house, the outbuildings, and the mill tract.” John Herndon declared bankruptcy in
the 1870s, and many transactions involving Fairview followed."

James and Eliza Wallis purchased the property in 1877, and Fairview remained in their
family for fifty years."* They continued to subdivide the land. In 1927 the remaining seventy-
five acres were sold to Langbourne M. Williams for $10,650.”" Mr. Williams built three
wooden additions to the house between 1929 and 1930. In 1930, he sold the property to S.
Bernard and Mary P. Coleman." The Colemans utilized the property by growing wheat, corn
and hay and by raising Black Angus cattle and built five agricultural buildings on the property
during the 1940s for these purposes.”” Electricity was added to the house in 1930." The
Colemans also poured a concrete floor in the basement room that had originally served as the
Alsop family dining room.” The Colemans also changed the name of the property from
Fairview to Breezeland.® The Colemans soid the property in 1973 to Campanelli,
- Incorporated, a development firm.* In 1975, John and Ann Wolfrey bought the five acres on
which the house, the kitchen/quarter and the five outbuildings stand.? The Wolfreys resided
at Fairview until 1988 when they sold the property to the Fairview Company of Bethesda,
Maryland.® In 1993 Richard and Barbara Westebbe purchased the parcel and began to restore

some of the features.”

ENDNOTES

1. Spotsyivania County Deed Book SS, p.197

2. Jerry David Alsup, Alsop's Tables, 1986, pp. 218-226.
3. Spotsylvania County Deed Book U, p. 204.

4. Spotsylvanis County Deed Book V, pp. 85, 166 & 294.
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5. lerry David Alsup, Alsop's Tables, 1986. pp. 221 & 225. Concerning the Alum Springs Miil see Virginia Heraid | June {831, Pg. 3,
column 4, and again on 2 April 1836, pg. 3 column 3, advertisements for ground plaster by Samuel Alsop at Alum Springs.

6. Fredericksburg News 19 March 1852, "Byrd C. Leavell, esq. of Spotsylvania. seven miles from this place (Fredericksburg) had his barn
and stables burnt on monday night. . . A few months since Mr. Leavell had his dwelling house bumnt in the same neighborhood and less than

a mile from his residence have been burnt a three storied mill. the property of Sam Alsop.™
7. Spotsyivania Will Book W. p.224.

8. Spotsylvania Will Book W, p. 234.

9. Henrietta Owen, Personal letter to Ann Wolfrey, 2 November 1982,
10, Spotsylvania County Deed Book 5S. p.147.

[l. Spotsylvania County Deed Book S$. pp. 301 & 589.

. Spotsylvania County Deed Book TT. pp.121 & 382.

13. Spotsylvania County Deed Book VV, p.418.

14, Spotsylvania County Deed Book VV, p.421.

15. Spotsylvania Coumy Deed Book 101, p.376.

16. Spotsyivania County Deed Book 104. p.446.

17. Mary P. Coleman, Personal interview, 23 September 1988.

18, Mary P. Coleman, Personal interview, 23 September 1988.

19. Mary P. Coleman, Fersonal interview, 23 September 1988,

20. Mary P. Coleman, Personal interview, 23 September 1988,

21. See Deed Book 308, page 224. The sale is actually to the Fairview Corporstion who then sold the land to the Campaneili Corporation.
See Deed Book 332, page 37.

22. Spotsyvania County Deed Book 357, p.396.
23. Spotsyivania County Deed Book 833, pp.34-36.

24. Spotsylvania County Deed Book 1134, p. 539.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The boundary of the nominated property is delineated by the polygon whose vertices are marked by the following
UTM reference points:  A: 18/279940/4235320, B: 18/279985/4235270, C: 18/279960/4235160, D:

18/279800/4235220, E: 18/279820/4235305.
BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The boundary encompasses the historic core of Fairview that retains historic integrity and includes the main
residence, the kitchen/servants quarter, chicken coop, equipment shed, smokehouse, garage, and barn. The portions
of the original holdings historically associated with Fairview that have been sold for residential development have

bheen excluded.
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Fairview, Spotsylvania County, Virginia
VDHR File No. 88-12

All photos were taken by Katherine Saunders in November 1990. Negatives are on file with the Virginia
Department of Historic Resources collection at the Virginia State Library and Archives, Richmond, VA.

1. VIEW OF: north elevation of main house; view looking scuth
NEGATIVE NUMBER: 12104/02
PHOTO ! of 15

VIEW OF: north elevation of main house; view facing southwest
NEGATIVE NUMBER: 12104/15
PHOTO 2 of 15

2

3. VIEW OF: detail of north porch; view facing southeast
NEGATIVE NUMBER: 12103/22
PHOTO 3 of 15

4, VIEW OF: southern facade of main house; view facing north
NEGATIVE NUMBER: 12103/24
PHOTO 4 of 15

3. VIEW OF: interior of central passage and northern exterior door
NEGATIVE NUMBER: 12103/20
PHOTO 5 of 15

6. VIEW OF: detail of main stair in central passage; view facing south
NEGATIVE NUMBER: 12103/06
PHOTO 6 of 15

7. VIEW OF: detail of mantel and built-in cupboard in northeast parlor, first floor; view facing east
NEGATIVE NUMBER: 12103/09
PHOTO 7 of 15

8. VIEW OF: detail of mantel in second-floor chamber, southeast room; view facing east
NEGATIVE NUMBER: 12103/13
PHOTO 8 of 15

o, VIEW OF: detail of mantel in second-floor chamber, southeast room; view facing south
NEGATIVE NUMBER: 12103/14
PHOTO 9 of 15

10. VIEW OF: exterior of kitchen/quarter dependency; view facing west
NEGATIVE NUMBER: 12104/17
PHOTO 10 of 15

11. VIEW OF: exterior of twentieth-century garage; view facing south
NEGATIVE NUMBER: 12104/06
PHOTO 11 of 15
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12. VIEW OF: exterior of twentieth-century smokehouse; view facing south
NEGATIVE NUMBER: 12104/05
PHOTO 12 of 15

13. VIEW OF: exterior of twentieth-century equipment shed; view facing north
NEGATIVE NUMBER: 12104/07
PHOTO 13 of 15

14. VIEW OF: exterior of twentieth-century chicken coop; view facing west
NEGATIVE NUMBER: 12104/09
PHOTO 14 of 15

15. VIEW OF: exterior of twentieth-century barn, northeast corner; view facing southwest
NEGATIVE NUMBER: 12104/08
PHOTO 15 of 15
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