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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATIO 

CITY OR TOWN: 

:{; PLASSJFICATJON 
CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

D District ll:] Building 

□ Site 

OWNERSHIP 

Public Acquisition: 

D In Process D Structure 

D Object 

□ Public 

G3 Private 

0 Both D Being Considered 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

□ Agr i cu ltura I □ Government 

□ Commercial □ Industrial 

□ Educational □ Military 

□ Entertainment □ Museum 

OWNER'S NAME: 

Hr . a Pd 11_.,..~ . '-Thi t ney Stone 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Morven 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Simeon 
t◊G:A"rJ<)N ·oF te;tACbescR1Pr10N 
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

D Park 

[;3 Private Residence 

D Religious 

D Scientific 

Albemarle County Court House 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Cl TY OR TOWN: 

Charlottesville 

TITLE OF SURVEY: 

STATE 

Hi~~or~r ,~crican Buildinns Survc• Invento~ • 
DATE OF SURVEY: l 05 / Q Federal O State 
.DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

l ibnir·• of Connrcos 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: STATE: 

STATE: 

COUNTY: 

mes Kenneth Rob'.nson 

STATUS 

[lQ Occupied 

□ Unoccupied 

0 Preservation work 

in progress 

D Transportation 

D Other (Specify) 

D County 

CODE 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

□ Restricted 

□ Unrestricted 

El No 

D Comments 
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CONDITION 
£] Excellent 

0 Altered 

0 Good 0 Foir 

(Che c k On e) 

~ Unaltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

I. General Statement : 

0 Ru ins 0 Unexposed 

(Check On e) 

0 Moved Ix] Or iginal Site 

A. Architectural character : Mo::::-ven is a fine example of an early 
nineteenth century , rectangular , country house . 

B. Condition of the Fabric : Good . 
I I . Description of the Exterior : 

A. Over-all dimem;ions~ The t,10-story main block .'.lt l'lorven is five 
bays long and two bays wide . The tuo - story , three- bay wing on the north 
is both narrower and ower than the main block . , 

B. Foundations : Brick . '-
C. Hall construction : B::::-icl: laid ;n Flemish bond . 
D. Porches : ~ here is a one-ba:;· porch with a pedimented gable roof and 

a Tuscan entablature , supported by four Tus oan columns, on the L:-ont of the 
IT.ain block . A smal l er porch ,-, ith similar features covers the middle bay 
of the wing . At t h e rear of the main block , French doors open to a raised 
terrace . , A screen porch with a flat roof supported by Tuscan columns pro­
jects fro□ the rear middle baj of the wing. On the south end a balcony 
hangs under both the first and second s t o r7 ,-1indm,s . 

I:. Chimne::,: ~ Two interior end chi1.~n e~-1 s , :i th co;:-belled cc,ps rise 
:rom each end of the .::_iain block . One similar smaller end chir:me:' is on the 
north end of the uing . 

F . Openings : 
1. \_ Doorways and doors : The pr li:,ar:,· doorwa:; in the cente;:- bay of 

the r.:air:. blo~~ h as an arched trans om with fa n tracery . Th::.s doorway is 
fLm::ed b:i syaT.Jetrically r:ioulded pilasters; s~rrrmctrically moulded trim with 
a cer..tral l:cystone s u rrounds the arch . ~ ur - panelled double doors open int 
the ha l 1 . The c enter bay doon:a:,,r in the wing has no transom , ar.d is sur­
rounded by architreve trim . 

2 . Hindm·rs : Al 1 the ~r: ndOi•:s hn.ve arch:i. t:::-ave trir.: . Jack arches 
sur:~oun t all the lower 1vindm~s; those on the ,:est of the rr:a i:-: block are one 
bricl~ in hei~ht , the others have p.:ti.rs of header s and stretchers. A course 
of headers surmounts the second fleer \iindows . Two circular windows appear 
in the north gable of the nain blocl~, .:i.nd a l unette ,·rith tulip tracery in 
t he south . The wooden double - hung ,,indows ,:ith six- over- six sashes are 
proportiona tely smaller in the wing than :i.n the main block . Ti.le French door 
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on the west have rectangular t wo-paned transoms , and each door sash has 
five panels • / »j_ ~]~!)" 

G. \)Roof : Both the main block and the wing have a go.ble roof w•/ ♦ ·-·(t) 
modillion cornice and a beaded barge board . Fou;:- dormers ,-:ith hipP. ;,,..: ooR f/VfD \/ 
pierce the cast and west slope o f the main b lock • .,_.. ~' FEB 

2 II. Description of the Interior : 1 

A. Floe:::- Plans : On 1...hc first £loo:::- a lo.:1g narrm-, hal 1 runs -~1 thcNAT NAL 
north • . The small breakfo.s t room and. the dining room open off each Me EGI TER , 
A drawing room to t h e west and the l 1.brary to the southea st open off<('~~- \~"-
square central hall . The second floor roor:1s open off a long cross ha'ft:1)§1 ,....'S' 
as do the roons in the third floor of the mnin block . '<,_ 1 

B. Stairways : A single- run enclosed stair a scends fror:i the first to 
the second floor , and from the second to the third . I n the wing a two - run , 
opcn-st;:- ing stair ascends to the second floor . 

C. Hall and ceiling finish : The plaster uall::; are , for the most part 
papered . Ceilings arc plastered and painted . 

C. Doo::::-ways and doors : Six- panelled doors arc surround ed by moulded 
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7. E. Tr im : The firsl floor roor:1s have crm:n moulding. 
F. Hea tjng : Although t he house i s now heated cen trally , fireplaces 

remain in :nany rooms . The marble ones in the original parlours were 
ir.1ported , probably from France . The mo s t elaborate of these, in ,·1hat is 
now the dining room , is of white carved marble . The fireplace is f lanked 
by terms supporting the frieze and shelf . Two stylized blosso;:is flanl: 
the frieze which is made up of a band of alternating anthemions, sheaves 
of ,·1heat and stylized lily motifs . The other mantel has plain pilasters, 
frieze and shelf . 

IV . Site : 
A. General Setting : .!orven is superbly located in the brow of a 

h ill at the foot o Carter ' s Mountain uith verdant pastures and paddocl~s 
laced by the ,,ell-1:ept •:-,hite fences of the Morven stud spread around it . 
The house faces east, and is approached by a long ~rooded dr ive breaking 
into the fields below the house , with a box lined carriage drive passing 
near the front , leading to the outbuildings on the no~th and eventually 
uir,ding to the barns and buildings of the stud farm in t .e west . A wide 
1mm stretches from the rear terrace to the drive i.n the west . The 
for~a1 0a-dcns are laid out north of the house . 

B. Outbuildjngs : The office, just north of the house, was the 
first building on the site . The one- story structure with the steeply 
pitched gable roof is covered with white clapboards . Lean- to additions 
flan!: the building . The la:-ge square brick chir:mcy has a corbelled cap . 
Wooden, double-hung windo~-75 have s :.x- over - six sashes . The old kitchen 
north-west of the house,is a five - bay bric~ s tructure with~ steep gable 
roof and a massive brick central chimney . The roof is covered with 
wooden shingles, and the cornice is of corbelled brick . The windows 
have six- over- six sashes . The frame gable- roof smokehouse, covered with 
white clapboards is just north of the rose garden beside the kitchen . 
There are several other cottages in white clapboard with gable roof s and 
a greenhouse to the north of the buildings. 
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian i O 16th Century 

O 15th Century O 17th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE ( Sl (If Applic able and Know n) 18 l 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Aboriginal □ Education 

□ Prehistoric □ Engineering 

□ Historic 
□ Industry 

□ Agriculture □ Invention 

G3 Archi lecture □ Land scope 

□ Art Architecture 

□ Commerce □ Literature 

□ Communications 
□ Military 

□ Conservation 
□ Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANC E 

□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 

0 18th Century 

j3a 19th Century 

Political 

Religion/ Ph i. 

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socio I/ Human-

i to ri on 

Theater 

Tran s porta t ion 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Spe c ify ) 

The Morven estate was originally part o f a ten-thousand acre grant mad 
to William Champe Carter , grandson of Robe1ttKing' Carter in the eighteenth 
century . I n 1796 , it Has purchased by William Short, who was friend and 
secretary ( while in F::-ance ) to Thomas Jefferson, i'-lini~ter to the Netherland 
and diplomatic representative to Spain . The property , then called I ndian 
Camp, contained 133L, acres . Soon after he purcha sed the place, Short built 
the white frame structure that nm7 serves as the office . ~ In 1813 , I ndian 
Canp ,-ras sold to David Hi gginb otham who changed the name to Morven . The 
present brick house, built b:· Hartin Thac l~cr , was completed in 182J/;'~ and 
the cost of buildl,,g was appraised at about 8,COD doll.:i.rs . Morven rer::ained 
7. :-, tr:c }E:::;ginb otham fanily unt il the mid-n ineteent h century when it was 
bought b:/ Daniel Groff Soi th . Colone}, Edw.:ird Bucl~ley Smith later inherited 
Morven from his father . Char les A. Stone purchased the property in 1926 , 
set up a farming operation including horses and cattle, and extensively 
:cenovated the house and gardens . Mr . and Mrs . Whitney s ·~one are the presen 
o,·rr.ers . 

Morven survi\·es as a d istinguished early- nineteenth century country 
house and farm complex in Albemarle County, and is regarded by many as the 
epitome of a Piedmont Virginia estate . The ple asing p=oportlons of the 
house and its finely det&iled features , such as ~he nodillion cornice , are 
unusually well developed fo:::- a rural house of the period, and serve to 
cnphasize the sophistication of country life in early Albemarle County . 
The □ost significant features of the interior arc the finely executed 
ir.~po:;.-ted C,'.1r:::-ara narb le r.iantels which give the house ndditional elegance . 
The house also retains its original early-nineteenth century outbuildings , 
and the sraall late- eighteen th century dwelling built b:/ Hilliam Short . The 
house ' s magnificent location and its outstanding gardens comp lete the 
splendid ·,r isu.:il image of Ho:::-';cn . The fa:::-n tod.:i:/ is uell - 1:nown as the 
Mor'.'Cn stud , uhich has produced sor;:e of the lcadir.g dcnize"'"·-r--s-c.. 
Thoroughbred racing world . 
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DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 ATES ~ ':': 
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY ___, ::;--

I----.-----------.---------- R r-______ o_F_L_E_s_s_T_H-,A~_N_T_E_N_A_C_R_E_s _______ 
4 
~ )0 

LON GI TU DE r----L_A_T_I_T_u_D_E ____ -+ ____ L_O_N_G_I_T_u_D_E ___ --4 ':t () 
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds ~ .'.::g 

CORNER LATITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 

NE 
3 7 ° 58' 25" 78 ° 28 . 10 " 0 0 ~ ~ 
37 ° 58' 25" 78 ° 27 ' L.J • -.s:::, '-1:: 
3 7 ° 5 7' 11. 7 8 ° 2 7 . 1: 3 • '1-J ~ 

i-~~~---Q-_,,._ ______ ______ ,.,_,_.-c:-:-::------------'-----------4~ ~ 
SE 

I-A_P_P_R_o_x_1_M_A_T_E_A_c_R_ E_ A_ G _ _ E_o_F_N_ o_M_1N_ A_ T _E _D_ P_R_o_P_E_ R_ T_ Y _: __ 6_1,_0_ a_c_r_e_s ___________________ --1 ~ V\'<) 

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES ~ C) 
i..:::..:..:...:..:...~:...=...:...:..:...:....:..:_:_:_:_:..:_::...:....::..:..:....:__:_:_::_:__:::..:..:.._:_:__:::..:_:::..:..:....:...:._:;:..:~.:...=_~ _ _ :_ _ ___ _ _ ~ ;;::::::f:=;:;:;;.,.~----,-----J ~ m 
STATE : CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE : CODE COUNTY : 

STATE : COOE COUNTY : 

STATE: CODE COUNT Y: 

Vir inia Historic Landmarks Commission Staff 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Vir inia Historic Landmarks Comm ission December 1972· 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Room 1116 Ninth Street s ~ate Office Buildin 
C I TY OR TOWN: STATE CODE 

Ri chmond Vir ini 51 

As the designate d State Lia is on Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Pre servation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National R eg ister and certify that it has been 

evaluated according t o the c riteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service . The recommended 

leve 1 of signific a nee of this nomination is: 

National O State Q9 Local O 

Name 

Title 

shburne , Director 
v_ ginia Historic 
Landmarks Commission 

Date FEB 2 Q 1973 _ ___;,.____ ________________ _ 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

· Preservation 

Date _ 4-/_.J..___.,4/_ 7_~ __ _ 
ATTEST: 
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0MB No. 1024-0018 

Morven, #002-0054 
Albemarle County, Virginia 

Morven was originally listed in the Virginia Landmarks Register on 2/20/1973 and in the National Register of 
Historic Places on 4/24/1973. 

March 2008: Updated information based on 2005 survey for the Southern Albemarle Rural 
Historic District: 

781 Morven Drive 002-0054 Other OHR Id #: 002-5045-0166 
Primary Resource Information: Single Dwelling, Stories 2.50, Style: Federal, ca 1821 
Architecture Summary: The two-story main block at Morven is five bays long and two bays wide. The two-story, 
three-bay wing on the north is both narrower and lower than the main block. 

2005:Main House Set on a solid Flemish bond brick foundation, the Flemish bond Federal/Roman Revival­
style dwelling at Morven was designed ca. 1821 by architect Martin Thacker. The two-and-a-half story five-bay 
structure features a side-gabled slate roof, 6/6 wood windows, a double-leaf entry door set beneath a fanlight 
with keystone, five exterior-end brick chimneys, and a one-story three-bay porch with Tuscan column supports 
(plaster over brick) and a closed tympanum. The roof features three hipped dormers. Other detailing includes a 
molded wood cornice with modillions, operable louvered wood shutters, penciled mortar joints, paneled door 
jambs, and jack arch brick lintels. A slightly recessed two-story side-gabled wing was added ca. 1920 to the 
side elevation. The three-bay wing features 6/6 wood windows and a gabled portico. The house was updated 
in the early 1900s by architect Howard Sill of Baltimore. The property is now owned by the UVA Foundation, 
given by Kluge. 

The contributing and non-contributing status of these resources is based on the Southern Albemarle Rural 
Historic District nomination Areas of Significance (AGRICULTURE, ARCHITECTURE, ARCHAEOLOGY: 
HISTORIC, COMMERCE, COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT, CONSERVATION, EDUCATION, 
ENGINEERING, ENTERTAINMENT/RECREATION, ETHNIC HERITAGE: BLACK, 
EXPLORA Tl ON/SETTLEMENT, INDUSTRY, POLITICS/GOVERNMENT, SOCIAL HISTORY, 
TRANSPORTATION) with a Period of Significance from 1729 to ca. 1955. 

Individual Resource Status: Single Dwelling Contributing Total: 2 
Individual Resource Status: Guest House Non-Contributing Total: 1 
Individual Resource Status: Shed Non-Contributing Total: 2 
Individual Resource Status: Tenant House.Contributing Total: 6 
Individual Resource Status: Tenant House Non-Contributing Total: 3 
Individual Resource Status: Garage Contributing Total: 2 
Individual Resource Status: Garage Non-Contributing Total: 8 
Individual Resource Status: Chicken coop Contributing Total: 1 
Individual Resource Status: Barn Contributing Total: 3 
Individual Resource Status: Barn Non-Contributing Total: 7 
Individual Resource Status: Gatehouse Non-Contributing Total: 1 
Individual Resource Status_: Well House Non-Contributing Total: 1 
Individual Resource Status: Silo Contributing Total: 1 
Individual Resource Status: Silo Non-Contributing Total: 1 
Individual Resource Status: Office Contributing Total: 2 
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Individual Resource Status: Animal Shelter Non-Contributing Total : 1 
Individual Resource Status: Stable Contributing Total: 1 
Individual Resource Status: Stable Non-Contributing Total: 1 
Individual Resource Status: Machine Shed Contributing Total: 1 
Individual Resource Status: Machine Shed Non-Contributing Total: 2 
Individual Resource Status: School Contributing Total: 1 
Individual Resource Status: Greenhouse Non-Contributing Total: 2 
Individual Resource Status: Pavilion Non-Contributing Total: 3 
Individual Resource Status: Servant Quarters Contributing Total: 1 
Individual Resource Status: Shop Contributing Total: 1 
Individual Resource Status: Smoke/Meat House Contributing Total: 1 
Individual Resource Status: Storage Contributing Total: 1 
Individual Resource Status: Pool House Non-Contributing Total: 1 
Individual Resource Status: Pump House Non-Contributing Total: 1 
Individual Resource Status: Restroom Facility Non-Contributing Total: 1 
Individual Resource Status: Cemetery Non-Contributing Total: 1 
Individual Resource Status: Pool/Swimming Pool Non-Contributing Total: 1 
Individual Resource Status: Sculpture Non-Contributing Total: 1 
Individual Resource Status: Garden Non-Contributing Total: 1 
Individual Resource Status: Kitchen Contributing Total: 1 

0MB No. 1024-0018 

Morven, #002-0054 
Albemarle County, Virginia 
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