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(Check One) 
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The Glebe is a picturesque but complex structure. The oldest orj:ion of 
the house is a 32 x 28 feet o~d-a-half-stocy: brick cottage be~ ed 
to be constructed on the site of the original Fairfax Parish Glebe House 
that burned in 1808. The very irregular American- bond in the Zottage's 
walls sugg~sts t he~ se of second-hand bric~ rickthat may have been 
taken from the ruins of the original Glebe house. The presence of 
woodwork details dating from several periods and numerous patches in the 
brickwork show that the cottage has been remodeled more than once. Indeed, 
lit t le _if any early-nineteenth century fabric other than the walls is visab e eit 
either on the exterior or interior. The gable roof of the cottage 
currently displays two interior end chimneys, but foundations of ether 
chimneys in- the basement indicate that the present positions of the chimney 
are not original. 

The cottage has been added to twice; . on the .east wall is an insignificant 
one-story frame kitchen wing co;-structed in the early twentieth century. 

most important addition 'is _on the southwest corner of the building. 
Built sometime in . the 1850~, this addition takes the form of a brick, two­
story .octagonal wing crowned by an octagonal cupola · with scalloped eaves. 
S°"u rmounting the cupola :i,_s a handsome teakwood eagle, a gift from "the 
people of Spain" to Caleb Cusliing who owned the house from 1870 to 1878. 
Shading the first floor of the octagonal wing is a one-story wooden 
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verandah with sawn-work brackets at the tops of the posts. The wing, as we 1 :;o 
as the rest of the house, is painted white and the windows are hung with 

C: dark green louvred shutters. The interior of the octagonal wing is said 
to have been originally a large . two-stlory _room although - it , is n~ divided 
into two -leve:ts •with ·the lower level -dominated by a handsome divided stair. 
This stair, along with most of the other interior trim throughqut ,the ,house 
was added in ·the early 'twentieth century during the last ma.jot remodeling. 
The three-part door leading into the octagonal wing now forms the house's 
principal ent:rance .' • 

The- Glebe is excellently maintained by the present owners. The house is 
set on an elevated position in a spacious, old-fashioned yard planted with 
large shade trees, magnolias, and ornamental shrubbery. A boxwood lined 
path leads from the street to the front door. Although nearly all of the 
original Glebe lands have fallen to modern development, these twentieth­
century encroachments have little visual effect on the house and its eettin. 
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The land on which the Glebe stands was included in a farm belonging to 
Daniel Jennings t hat was purchased in 1770 by the VestEY of __ Fairfax Parish. 
In 1773 the Vestry contracted with Benjamin Ray for the building of a 
brick glebe house and outbui ldings. The detailed specifications of these 
buildings were recorded in the Vestry Book of Christ Church, Alexandria. 
Completed in 1775, the house served as the residence of the rectors of 
Fairfax Parishuiitil it was destroy,ed by fire in 1808. Among the more 
noted rectors to live in the house wa~"="the Reverend David Griffith who 
had served as both a surgeon and chap Yin to General Washington's army 
at Valley Forge. 

In 1811 the Overseers of the Poor of Fairfax County under the authority of 
Virginia's disesiablishment act moved to take possession of the Glebe 
lands. The case for the Vestry of Fairfax Parish was defended by Edmund 

.-.J.ennings Lee, . and ;won on the grpunds that the land had since been included 
in the District o·f Columbia. 1n 1815 one-half of the :Gle'Be•' lands, i. = 

·,including, t .he ruins of the house were bought from the Vestry by Walter 
Jones, Lee's nephew by marriage. It was Jones· who· '"b"uilt· :t:he' ·earli.e·st·--part 
of the present house, generally assumed to be. located on the site of the 
original house, perhaps using materials taken from ·the' r crfn:s'~ •• ,,, 

In 1826 John Peter Van Ness, a °former mayor of the city of Washi'rrg"forr; ·; 
acquired at auction Jones' house and land. Following Van Ness 1 s death in 
1846, the Glebe (as it was still called) was purchased by C•lark Mills, 
the famous Ameri an sculptor who is perhaps best known for his equestrian 
statue of Andrew !Jackson in LaFayette Par~, Washington. Mills fashioned 
the working model of the statue at the Glebe which he bougnt to use as a stdio. 
Sometime in the 1850's Millsaadded_ the octagonal wing to the house. This 
wing is one o the oest examples in the Connnonwealth of this mid-nineteenth 
century building lform, a form popularized throughout America by the works 
of Orson Squire Fowler. • 

From 1870 to 187~ the Glebe was the residence of the stateaman and diplomat 
Caleb CU&li.ng of Massachusetts. The property was acquired in 1893 by James 
P. Willett, Postnlaster of Washington, and in 1918 the ,remaining open land 
was subdivided as Willett Heights. State Senator Frank L. Ball purchased 
the house and two acres in 1926. • 



Montague, Ludwell, (The Glebe of Fairfax Parish), unpublished mss. located 
inin Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission archives. 
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