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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Glebe is a picturesque but complex structure. The oldest portion of
the house is a 32 x 28 feet one-and-a-half-story brick cottage believed

to be constructed on the site of the original Fairfax Parish Glebe House
that burned in 1808. The very irregular American bond in the cottage's
walls suggests the use of second-hand brick - brick that may have been
taken from the ruins of the original Glebe house. The presence of
woodwork details dating from several periods and numerous patches in the
brickwork show that the cottage has been remodeled more than once. Indeed,
little if any early-nineteenth century fabric other than the walls is visable
either on the exterior or interior. The gable roof of the cottage
currently displays two interior end chimneys, but foundations of cdher
chimneys in the basement indicate that the present positions of the chimmeys
are not original.

The cottage has been added to twice; on the east wall is an insignificant
one-story frame kitchen wing constructed in the early twentieth century.
The most important addition is on the southwest corner of the building.
Built sometime in_ the 18507§ this addition takes the form of a brick, two-
story octagonal wing crowned by an octagonal cupola withk scalloped eaves.
Surmounting the cupola is a handsome teakwood eagle, a gift from 'the
people of Spain'" to Caleb Cushing who owned the house from 1870 to 1878.
Shading the first floor of the octagonal wing is a one-story wooden .
verandah with sawn-work brackets at the tops of the posts. The wing, as well
as the rest of the house, is painted white and the windows are hung with
dark green louvred shutters. The interior of the octagonal wing is said

to have been originally a large two-story room although it is now divided
into two -levels ‘with the lower level dominated by a handsome divided stair.
This stair, along with most of the other interior trim throughout the house,
was added in the early twentieth century during the last majotr remodeling.
The three-part door leading 1nto the octagonal wing now forms the house's
principal entrance.':

The Glebe is excellently maintained by the present owners. The house is
set on an elevated position in a spacious, old-fashioned yard planted with
large shade trees, magnolias, and ornamental shrubbery. A boxwood lined
path leads from the street to the front door. Although nearly all of the
original Glebe lands have fallen to modern development, these twentieth-
century encroachments have little visual effect on the house and its seétting.

eit

338

SNOILONYLSNI



INSTRUCTIONS

5EUE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
[J Pre-Columbian| [J 16th Century [ 18th Century ] 20th Century
[ 15th Century [J 17th Century 19th Century

'SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriale)

‘Aborlglnul Fm S I Education* Dk Political = ‘ : O Urban Plcﬁﬁi;{g“‘»'-
[ Prehistoric [J Engineering [C] Religion/Phi- [ -Other '(Spe'cify): £
[ Historic [ Industry losophy :
[ Agriculture [] Invention [C] Science \
X Architecture [ Landscape [ Sculpture 1
] Art Architecture ] Secial/Human-
[0 Commerce [0 Literature itarian
[J Communications [ Military [0 Theater 4
[J Conservation [ Music [J Transportation \ >,

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The land on which the Glebe stands was included in a farm belonging to
Daniel Jennings that was purchased in 1770 by the Vestry of Fairfax Parish.
In 1773 the Vestry contracted with Benjamin Ray for the building of a
brick glebe house and outbuildings. The detailed specifications of these
buildings were recorded in the Vestry Book of Christ Church, Alexandria.
Completed in 1775, the house served as the residence of the rectors of
Fairfax Parish until it was destroyed by fire in 1808. Among the more
noted rectors to live in the house was, the Reverend David Griffith who

had served as both a surgeon and chaplin to General Washington's army

at Valley Forge.

In 1811 the Overseers of the Poor of Fairfax County under the authority of
Virginia's disestablishment act moved to take possession of the Glebe
lands. The case for the Vestry of Fairfax Parish was defended by Edmund

~Jennings Lee, and won on the grounds that the land had since been included
in the District of Columbia. In 1815 one-half of the Glebe lands,
“including. the ruins of the house were bought from the Vestry by Walter
Jones, Lee's nephew by marriage. It was Jones who built the earliest part
of the present house, generally assumed to be located on the site of the
original house, perhaps using materials taken from the ruins.

In 1826 John Peter Van Ness, a former mayor of the city of Washingtom,
acquired at auction Jones' house and land. Following Van Ness's death in
1846, the Glebe (as it was still called) was purchased by Clark Mills,
the famous American sculptor who is perhaps best known for his equestrian
statue of Andrew Jackson in LaFayette Park, Washington. Mills fashioned

Sometime in the 1850's Millsaadded the octagonal wing to the house. This
wing is one of the best examples in the Commonwealth of this mid-nineteenth
century building form, a form popularlzed throughout America by the works
of Orson Squire Fowler.

From 1870 to 1878 the Glebe was the residence of the statesman and diplomat
Caleb Cughing of Massachusetts. The property was acquired in 1893 by James
P, Willett, Postmaster of Washington, and in 1918 the remaining open land
was subdivided as Willett Heights. State Senator Frank L, Ball purchased
the house and two acres in 1926. :

the working model of the statue at the Glebe which he bought to use as a st&dio.
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