Board of Historic Resources Quarterly Meeting
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New Markers

1.) Spanish Jesuit Mission, 1570-1571
Sponsor: Douglas Domenech
Locality: York County
Proposed Location: Penniman Road near the Cheatham Annex gateway
Sponsor Contact: Douglas Domenech, dougdomenech@gmail.com 

Original text:

Spanish Jesuit Mission, 1570-1571
 
In September 1570, at the behest of the King of Spain and the Governor of Florida, Spanish Jesuits led a group of nine missionaries without a military escort from South Carolina to the Chesapeake Bay to begin the evangelization of Virginia’s native people. The Jesuits made landfall near Newport News, where they celebrated Mass, before sailing up the James River. At College Creek they disembarked, performed a baptism, then crossed the peninsula to erect a mission chapel along the York River in the vicinity of the native Kiskiack town (modern day Yorktown Naval Weapons Station). In February 1571 all were killed except for one young boy who was rescued by a Spanish relief expedition in 1572.

115 words/ 697 characters


Edited text:

Spanish Jesuit Mission, 1570-1571

Late in the summer of 1570, eight Spanish Jesuit missionaries and a Spanish boy traveled without a military escort from present-day South Carolina to the Chesapeake Bay to begin the evangelization of Virginia’s native people. With them was Don Luís, a Virginia Indian who had spent time in Spain and Mexico and had been baptized. After making landfall, likely near Newport News, the Jesuits celebrated Mass before traveling farther and erecting a house and chapel, possibly near the Town of Kiskiak at what is now the Yorktown Naval Weapons Station. In Feb. 1571, Don Luís led an attack on the missionaries. All were killed except for the boy, who was rescued by a Spanish relief expedition in 1572.

118 words/ 699 characters


Sources:

Clifford M. Lewis and Albert J. Loomie, The Spanish Jesuit Mission in Virginia, 1570-1572 (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1953).

Charlotte M. Gradie, “Spanish Jesuits in Virginia: The Mission That Failed,” Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, vol. 96, no. 2 (1988).

Charlotte M. Gradie, “The Powhatans in the Context of the Spanish Empire,” in Helen C. Rountree, ed., Powhatan Foreign Relations, 1500-1722 (Charlottesville: University Press of Virginia, 1993).

Brendan Wolfe, “Don Luís de Velasco/Paquiquineo (fl. 1561-1571),” Encyclopedia Virginia. https://encyclopediavirginia.org/entries/don-luis-de-velasco-paquiquineo-fl-1561-1571/ 

Gerald P. Fogarty, S.J., Commonwealth Catholicism: A History of the Catholic Church in Virginia (Notre Dame, IN: University of Notre Dame Press, 2001).

Maureen Ahern, “‘Dichosas Muertes’”: Jesuit Martyrdom on the Northern Frontier of La Florida,” Romance Philology vol. 53, no. 1 (January 1999).


2.) The Rev. Robert Hunt (ca. 1569-1608)
Sponsor: James City County Historical Commission
Locality: James City County
Proposed Location: Jamestown Road service road, just east of intersection with Route 31
Sponsor Contact: Rebecca Suerdieck, rsuerdieck@gmail.com 

Original text:

Reverend Robert Hunt and the First Protestant Communion at Jamestown
 
On 21 June 1607, the Reverend Robert Hunt gathered the colonists for worship beneath an old
sailcloth and led the earliest recorded Protestant Communion at Jamestown. Hunt’s humility
and peacemaking spirit unified the struggling settlement, offering spiritual support during its
most fragile days. In the face of hunger, illness, and uncertainty, Hunt’s devotion shaped the
religious character of the early colony. His services established English worship in Virginia and
solidified the foundation of the Protestant faith in what would become the United States.

83 words/ 556 characters


Edited text:

The Rev. Robert Hunt (ca. 1569-1608)

The Rev. Robert Hunt was serving as vicar of Heathfield, Sussex Co., England, when he was appointed chaplain of the Virginia Company’s expedition to establish a colony in North America. Arriving with the first settlers in the spring of 1607, he played a crucial role in settling disputes among the colony’s leaders and provided spiritual support amid Jamestown’s early hardships. Under the shade of a sailcloth spread between trees, he conducted daily services from the Book of Common Prayer. On 21 June 1607, he assembled the company for the first documented Protestant Communion in what became the U.S. His contributions reflect the importance of the Anglican Church in England’s colonial enterprise.

111 words/ 702 characters


Sources:

“A Relayton of the Discovery, &c.,” in Edward Arber, ed., Capt. John Smith, Works, 1608-1631 (Birmingham, 1884).

John Smith, The Generall Historie of Virginia, New England, and the Summer Isles, vol. 1 (New York: MacMillan Company, 1907).

Lewis Wright and Brenda Gardner, “Robert Hunt, Vicar of Jamestown,” Anglican and Episcopal History, vol. 66, no. 4 (Dec. 1997).

Richard Samuel Thomas, “The Religious Element in the Settlement at Jamestown in 1607,” Sixth Annual Conference of the Diocese of Southern Virginia, 10 June 1898.

“The Reverend Robert Hunt: The First Chaplain at Jamestown,” National Park Service: https://www.nps.gov/jame/learn/historyculture/the-reverend-robert-hunt-the-first-chaplain-at-jamestown.htm?utm_source=chatgpt.com

George MacLaren Brydon, Religious Life of Virginia in the Seventeenth Century: The Faith of Our Fathers (Williamsburg, 1957).

Martha McCartney, “Documentary History of Jamestown Island,” Colonial Williamsburg Foundation/College of William and Mary, 2000. 

Charles W. F. Smith, Robert Hunt, Vicar of Jamestown (New York: The National Council, 1957).


3.) Mary Marshall Tabb Bolling (ca. 1737-1814)
Sponsor: The Bolling Family Association
Locality: City of Petersburg
Proposed Location: N. Madison Street near YMCA
Sponsor Contact: Mara Evans, mevansbfa@gmail.com 

Original text:

Mary Marshall Tabb Bolling of Bollingbrook 1737-1814
 
Bolling was intelligent, born into wealth, and of remarkable character. Widowed in 1775, she grew her finances and by 1790 paid taxes on over 10% of Petersburg’s total taxable wealth. Bolling is renowned for staying on site when her home was seized by the British. Twice she worked hard to keep enslaved laborers within the family by negotiating their release from the British and by purchasing her son’s after his death. Bolling even laid to rest in the family burial plot “Old Molly,” who was struck by a cannonball inside Bollingbrook. She was an example to the women of her time. Even without the same rights as men, she could do all things needed to survive and prosper in the new country. Bolling was a patriot, philanthropist, and talented financier.

130 words/ 757 characters


Edited text:

Mary Marshall Tabb Bolling (ca. 1737-1814)

Mary M. Tabb, born into a wealthy family, married the prosperous merchant Robert Bolling in 1758. Upon his death in 1775, she took over management of a vast estate, including lots and tobacco warehouses in Petersburg and plantations in Amelia Co. Since she never remarried, she was able to control her property. She bought and sold land, invested in banks, initiated lawsuits, engaged in philanthropy, and helped develop Petersburg. By 1790, she was paying taxes on more than 10 percent of the city’s total taxable wealth. Many of her enterprises relied on enslaved labor. A patriot during the Revolutionary War, she refused to leave her home, East Hill (Bollingbrook), when the British seized it in 1781.

116 words/ 705 characters


Sources:

Will of Mary Marshall Tabb Bolling, 1814 (https://encyclopediavirginia.org/primary-documents/mary-marshall-tabb-bollings-will-1814/).

Suzanne Lebsock and Dictionary of Virginia Biography, “Mary Marshall Tabb Bolling (ca. 1737–by October 28, 1814),” Encyclopedia Virginia (Virginia Humanities, Dec. 2023).

https://encyclopediavirginia.org/entries/mary-marshall-tabb-bolling-ca-1737-by-october-28-1814/

Suzanne Lebsock, The Free Women of Petersburg: Status and Culture in a Southern Town, 1784-1860 (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 1984).

Alexandria Gazette, 21 Aug. 1855.

Manning C. Voorhis, “Bollingbrook,” William & Mary Quarterly, vol. 16, no. 4 (Oct. 1936): 545-553.

Charles Campbell, “Reminiscences of the British at Bollingbrook,” Southern Literary Messenger 6 (1840): 85-88.


4.) Religious Liberty and the Constitution
Sponsor: Goshen Baptist Association
Locality: Orange County
Proposed Location: Constitution Highway and intersection with Clifton Road
Sponsor Contact: Jennifer Conley, jwal523@msn.com 

Original text:

Pivotal Meeting about Religious Liberty
 
Near this site, Baptist minister John Leland is reported to have had a meeting with Virginia Ratifying Convention candidate James Madison to discuss objections to the U.S. Constitution. Madison had received word that several ministers in the Orange County area, including Leland, Aaron Bledsoe and Nathaniel Saunders, would not support the Constitution without a written guarantee of religious liberty. Sometime in March of 1788, the two men connected and had a lengthy discussion. The following year, the First Amendment solidified the right of religious freedom. Leland also set himself apart from other men in colonial Virginia by writing a resolution calling slavery “a violent deprivation of the rights of nature.”

110 words/ 719 characters


Edited text:

Religious Liberty and the Constitution

Many Baptists in Orange Co., including the ministers John Leland, Aaron Bledsoe, and Nathaniel Saunders, opposed ratification of the U.S. Constitution in 1788 because it did not explicitly protect religious liberty. James Madison, principal architect of the Constitution and candidate to represent Orange at VA’s ratification convention, needed Baptists’ political support. Leland and Madison, likely at a meeting near here in March, reached an understanding that Madison would address the issue in the future. Madison was elected to the convention, played a pivotal role in securing VA’s ratification, and later introduced the Bill of Rights, including the First Amendment guaranteeing religious freedom.

102 words/ 705 characters


Sources:

Mark S. Scarberry, “John Leland and James Madison: Religious Influence on the Ratification of the Constitution and on the Proposal of the Bill of Rights,” Dickinson Law Review, vol. 113, issue 3 (2009).

John A. Ragosta, Wellspring of Liberty (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010).

William H. B. Thomas, Patriots of the Upcountry (Orange, VA: Green Publishers, Inc., 1976).

Jennifer Conley, Bury Me at Pamunkey (Orange, VA, 2024).

Richard Labunski, James Madison and the Struggle for the Bill of Rights (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2006).

W. B. Hackley, “If Madison Had Come to Dinner,” Virginia Baptist Register, no. 4 (1965).

Paul Finkelman, “James Madison and the Bill of Rights: A Reluctant Paternity,” Supreme Court Review: Vol. 1990, Article 10 (1990).


5.) History of Dawn
Sponsor: Preservation Virginia
Locality: Caroline County
Proposed Location: Baylor Road
Sponsor Contact: Kimberly Morris, kimberlymorris1105@gmail.com 

Original text:

Old Dawn
 
The Village of Dawn was established in pre-colonial days with two Indian Villages: Cattachiptic, near the Pamunkey River at North Wales Farm ruled by Queen Ann and Myghtuckpassau, located behind Bethel United Methodist Church. Old Dawn School or School #4 was one of one or two room schoolhouses for African-American children from surrounding plantations whose families settled here after Emancipation. It was most likely built by the skilled labor from people of this community. A documentary on Old Dawn School was nominated for an Emmy Award. Grooms from Dawn who worked at nearby Meadow Farm played an integral role in the birth, training and development of Secretariat. African-American slaves from nearby plantations
participated in Gabriel’s Rebellion. In 1781, George Washington and Rochambeau Road through Dawn on the way to Yorktown. Civil War soldiers enlisted in the USCT were also from Dawn.

141 words/ 903 characters


Edited text:

History of Dawn

Native Americans resided in this area before European settlement. A major north-south route passed through here in the 18th century, and American and French troops used it to travel north after defeating the British at Yorktown. In 1800, several enslaved men from nearby plantations participated in Gabriel’s Conspiracy, a foiled plan to rise against slavery by attacking Richmond. During the Civil War, local men served in the Confederate military and in the U.S. Colored Troops. Area schools in the 20th century included Old Dawn School for Black students, just west of here. Grooms from Dawn worked at nearby Meadow Farm and played a vital role in the development of champion racehorse Secretariat.

112 words/ 701 characters


Sources:

Robert A. Selig, “Tracing the Yorktown Campaign of 1781-1782,” Notes on Virginia (Virginia Department of Historic Resources, 2007).

Michael L. Nicholls, Whispers of Rebellion: Narrating Gabriel’s Conspiracy (Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2012).

Michael Nichols, “Gabriel’s Conspiracy (1800),” Encyclopedia Virginia. Virginia Humanities, 2020.

Combined Service Records for USCT members

Kimberly Morris, “Old Dawn School Most Endangered Historic Places Nomination” (2021).

“County of Caroline, Virginia, Dawn Village Plan” (2008).

The Meadow Historic District, NRHP (2015), Additional Documentation (2021).


6.) Hampstead
Sponsor: Tidewater and Big Bend Foundation
Locality: New Kent County
Proposed Location: 5101 Hampstead Lane
Sponsor Contact: Pamela Radwani, pcradwani@gmail.com, Henry Thompson, hthompson@jbpco.com 

Original text:

Hampstead
 
Built by enslaved laborers in 1825 for Conrade Webb, Hampstead is one of Virginia’s finest surviving examples of early Greek Revival architecture. Its central hall features a rare free-standing spiral staircase, among few of its kind in the nation. Webb, a Brown University graduate and grandson-in-law of Carter Braxton, signer of the Declaration of Independence, likely drew on designs by Asher Benjamin. The estate’s 130 enslaved workers sustained its agricultural and industrial operations; in 1859, five were killed in a steam boiler explosion. The road to the manor traces the Washington–Rochambeau Revolutionary Route.

94 words/ 625 characters


Edited text:

Hampstead

Just to the west is Hampstead, built ca. 1825-27 for planter Conrade Webb. One of VA’s foremost architectural works of its era, the mansion contains Federal and Greek Revival features and reflects the influence of Asher Benjamin’s American Builder’s Companion (1806). Its central hall features a rare free-standing spiral staircase. Webb was a grandson of George Webb, author of the influential law manual known as “Webb’s Justice” (1736), and was a grandson-in-law of Carter Braxton, a signer of the Declaration of Independence. Enslaved laborers, numbering 130 by the mid-1800s, sustained the plantation’s agricultural and industrial operations. Five were killed in a steam boiler explosion in 1859.

106 words/ 701 characters


Sources:

Hampstead NRHP nomination (1970).

Lynchburg Daily Virginian, 13 Jan. 1859.

William T. Hastings, Conrade Webb of Hampstead (Providence: Brown University Press, 1958).

1840 U.S. Census, slave schedule.


7.) Hickory Hill School
Sponsor: Renewal of Life Land Trust
Locality: City of Richmond
Proposed Location: 3000 East Belt Boulevard
Sponsor Contact: Ryan Rinn, Ryan.Rinn@rva.gov 

Original text:

Hickory Hill County Training School
 
Hickory Hill School was founded as early as 1869, driving education and workforce
development for over 100 years. It was one of only 10 accredited schools in the state, affiliated
with the Freedman’s Bureau and Tuskegee-Rosenwald schools. Land was donated to
Chesterfield County and the school was operated by African Americans as an elementary school;
then the Hickory Hill County Training School and later a high school. With NAACP attorney
Oliver Hill, teachers were successful in a U.S. Court of Appeals case [Arthur M. Freeman, et al.
v. County of Chesterfield School Board] countering discrimination in teacher salaries in 1948.
James P. Spencer, a principal of Hickory Hill School and civil justice leader, was also founder of
the Virginia Voters League and president of the Virginia Teachers Association.

128 words/ 804 characters


Edited text:

Hickory Hill School

A series of schools, including one the Freedmen’s Bureau opened in 1869, served African Americans in Hickory Hill. In 1915 Chesterfield Co. built an elementary school here on land donated by Black patrons. The county training school was moved here in 1925 after two new buildings were erected with support from the Julius Rosenwald Fund, the Black community, and the county. In 1938, after Black activism resulted in a new brick building, the training school became Hickory Hill High. Principal James P. Spencer was a local Civil Rights leader, and three teachers pursued legal action that led to federal court decisions in 1948 requiring the county to equalize salaries for Black and White teachers.

114 words/ 700 characters


Sources:

Hickory Hill School NRHP nomination (2024).

Freeman et al. v. County School Board of Chesterfield County et al., 82F. Supp 167 (E.D. Va. 1948), aff’d 171 F. 2d 702, (4th Cir. 1948): https://law.justia.com/cases/federal/district-courts/FSupp/82/167/1755921/ and https://www.casemine.com/judgement/us/5914a133add7b0493468561f

Richmond Times-Dispatch, 12 Sept. 1915, 5 Aug. 1937.

Fisk University Rosenwald Database: https://rosenwald.fisk.edu/s/rosenwald-fund-collection/item/30122


8.) Rumble
Sponsor: City of Fredericksburg
Locality: City of Fredericksburg
Proposed Location: Fall Hill Road east of the intersection with Route 1
Sponsor Contact: Dr. Christine Henry, chenry5@umw.edu 

Original text:

Rumble
 
On 12 July 1957, Shawnee guitarist Link Wray (1929-2005) first improvised “Rumble,” a
raw instrumental tune later inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame. Wray, a Korean War
veteran, was performing at the Fredericksburg Arena, roughly 150 yards from here, when a
“stroll” was requested. Unfamiliar with that term, he instead delivered an edgy
improvisation featuring power chords and distortion. After a studio recording of “Rumble”
was released in 1958, some disc jockeys refused to play it for fear of promoting juvenile
delinquency. “Rumble” popularized distortion and the power chord, influencing many
guitarists and shaping the development of rock and roll.

103 words/ 658 characters


Edited text:

Rumble

During a performance at the Fredericksburg Arena near here, guitarist Link Wray (1929-2005) improvised “Rumble,” a raw instrumental tune that shaped the development of Rock & Roll. A “stroll” had been requested, but Wray instead delivered an edgy improvisation featuring power chords and distortion. After he recorded and released “Rumble” early in 1958, some disc jockeys refused to play it for fear of promoting juvenile delinquency. “Rumble” popularized distortion and the power chord, influenced many guitarists, and was inducted as a single into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame in 2018. Wray, a North Carolina native who highlighted his Shawnee Indian heritage, was inducted in 2023.

107 words/ 685 characters

Sources:

David Fricke, “Link Wray: The Lifelong Journeyman’s Incendiary Sound Set the Standard for Rock & Roll Guitar,” Rock and Roll Hall of Fame (2023).

Fredericksburg Free Lance-Star, 12 July 1957, 7 Oct. 2023.

Transcript of oral history interviews with John Lightner and Billy Withers

Rock & Roll Hall of Fame: https://rockhall.com/inductees/link-wray/ 

“Rumble”—Link Wray (1958), Library of Congress.

Billboard, 31 March, 23 June 1958, 19 Jan. 1959, 26 March 1994.

Washington Evening Star, 1 June 1958.

Washington Post, 1 June 1971, 22 Nov. 2005.

Alicia Ault, “Rumble Aims to Upset the Rock ‘n’ Roll Canon,” Smithsonian, 1 Sept. 2017.


9. Gay Alliance of Students
Sponsor: Virginia Commonwealth University, Development & Alumni Relations
Locality: City of Richmond (VCU)
Proposed Location: Grassy area outside of VCU’s University Student Commons
Sponsor Contact: Josh Leidy, leidyjw@vcu.edu 

Original text:

Gay Alliance of Students v. Matthews et al.
 
In September 1974, a group of LGBTQ+ and allied students at Virginia Commonwealth University founded the Gay Alliance of Students, VCU’s first such student organization. VCU rejected the group’s application for official recognition, prompting a two-year legal battle that attracted local and national support for the group. In October 1976, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 4th Circuit ruled for the alliance. The decision set a legal precedent, extending protections to similar student groups in Virginia, Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina and West Virginia. 

85 words/ 567 characters


Edited text:

Gay Alliance of Students

In Sept. 1974, a group of students at Virginia Commonwealth University founded the Gay Alliance of Students, the university’s first openly LGBTQ+ student organization. VCU rejected the
Alliance’s application for official recognition, prompting a legal battle that attracted local and national support for the group. In Oct. 1976, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit ruled in Gay Alliance of Students v. Matthews that VCU’s refusal to recognize the organization violated the First and Fourteenth Amendments. The decision set a legal precedent, extending protections to similar student groups in Virginia, Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina, and West Virginia.

100 words/ 676 characters


Sources:

Gay Alliance of Students, unpublished documents, Office of the Dean of Student Life, VCU.

VCU Board of Visitors Minutes, 1974-1976, VCU, Richmond.

Commonwealth Times, 1, 8 Nov. 1974, 12 Nov. 1976.

Richmond Times-Dispatch, 2 Nov. 1976, 26 Sept. 2016.

Gay Alliance of Students, etc. v. Alfred T. Matthews, et al., U.S. District Court, Eastern District of Virginia, 7 Nov. 1975.

Gay Alliance of Students, etc. v. Alfred T. Matthews, et al., United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit Court, 28 Oct. 1976: https://law.justia.com/cases/federal/appellate-courts/F2/544/162/239175/

Michael S. Hevel and Timothy Reese Cain, “‘We Didn’t Think It Would be Well Received’: The Gay Alliance of Students’ Legal Victory over Virginia Commonwealth University, 1974–1976,” Historia y Memoria de la Educación (18), 41–75.

“Inside the Fight to Win VCU’s Official Recognition of the University’s First LGBTQIA Student Organization,” VCU News, 29 Sept. 2016.


Initiative to Place Markers at Sites of Lynchings

1.) Peter Bland Lynched
Locality: King William County
Proposed Location: 351 Courthouse Road

Proposed text:

Peter Bland Lynched
 
Peter Bland, an African American husband and father, about 40 years old, was convicted of assaulting his White employer/landlord and was sentenced to 14 years in prison. On 4 Feb. 1884, he was being held here in the King William County jail, along with his wife who was awaiting trial on charges from the same incident, when armed, masked men demanded that the jailor release Bland to them. He was taken outside where a mob of 12 to 15 persons shot and hanged him on the courthouse grounds. The case received widespread newspaper coverage. Although Gov. William E. Cameron issued a proclamation offering a $100 reward for the arrest of the perpetrators, no one was ever held accountable for Bland’s murder.

121 words/ 706 characters


Edited text:

Peter Bland Lynched

Peter Bland, an African American husband and father about 40 years old, was convicted of assaulting and injuring his White employer/landlord and was sentenced to 14 years in prison. On 4 Feb. 1884, he was being held here in the King William County jail along with his wife, who was awaiting trial on charges from the same incident. About 15 armed men threatened the assistant jailer, obtained the keys, and took Bland outside, where they shot and hanged him on the courthouse grounds. The case received widespread newspaper coverage. Although Gov. William E. Cameron issued a proclamation offering a $100 reward for the arrest of the perpetrators, no one was held accountable for Bland’s murder.

115 words/ 695 characters


Sources:

Richmond Dispatch, 6, 10 Feb. 1884.

Alexandria Gazette, 2, 6 Feb. 1884.

Chicago Tribune, 6 Feb. 1884.

Public Ledger, 29 Feb. 1884.

U.S. Census, 1870, 1880.


2.) Pinkney Murphy Lynched
Locality: Nelson County
Proposed Location: Oak Ridge Road, Arrington

Proposed text:

Pinkney Murphy Lynched
 
Pinkney Murphy, an African American husband and father, was lynched near here on September 14, 1900. He was accused of assaulting a 24-year-old white teacher named Elon Bosworth.  Newspaper reports state she was “fearfully choked and beaten.” He was apprehended in Arrington, “identified by Miss Bosworth”, and “made a full confession.” He was ordered to be taken to the county jail in Lovingston. After traveling a few miles his guards “were surrounded by a large crowd of men, who demanded the surrender of the negro.” He was handed over to the mob and hanged from a nearby tree. His body was riddled with bullets.” A coroner’s jury was convened but no arrests were ever made.

115 words/ 678 characters


Edited text:

Pinkney Murphy Lynched

Pinkney Murphy, an African American husband and soon-to-be father, was lynched near here on 14 Sept. 1900. A young White woman had accused him of assaulting and choking her as she walked through the woods earlier that day. After searchers captured him in Arrington, his accuser identified him and he reportedly confessed. A magistrate ordered that he be taken to the county jail in Lovingston. On the way, a crowd detained the buggy in which he was riding, took him from his two guards, hanged him from a tree, and shot him dozens of times. A coroner’s jury was convened, but no arrests were made. From 1866 until well into the 20th century, more than 100 people, primarily Black men, were lynched in VA.

124 words/ 704 characters


Sources:

Staunton Spectator and Vindicator, 21 Sept. 1900.

Richmond Dispatch, 16 Sept. 1900.

Lynchburg Times, 16, 19 Sept. 1900.

Richmond Planet, 22 Sept. 1900.

New York Times, 16 Sept. 1900.

Charlottesville Daily Progress, 15 Sept. 1900.

Lynchburg News and Advance, 16, 21 Sept. 1900.


Replacement Markers

1.) Frontier Fort U-32
Sponsor: VDOT
Locality: Patrick County
Proposed Location: US 58 at intersection with Penn Store Road/Route 629

Original text:

Frontier Fort

About three miles north stood Fort Mayo, commanded by Captain Samuel Harris in 1756 and visited in that year by Washington. This fort was the southernmost of the line of stockade forts built from the Potomac River to North Carolina as a frontier defense in the French and Indian War.
 
50 words/ 283 characters


Edited text:

Frontier Fort

Three miles north of here on the North Mayo River stood Fort Mayo, the southernmost in a line of fortifications ordered by the Virginia General Assembly in 1756. These outposts, stretching from the Potomac River to North Carolina, provided frontier defense during the French and Indian War (1754-1763), part of a broader imperial conflict between Great Britain and France known as the Seven Years’ War. Col. George Washington, commander-in-chief of the Virginia Regiment, inspected Fort Mayo in Oct. 1756. The fort’s commander, Capt. Samuel Harris, was a member of the House of Burgesses who later became one of Virginia’s most influential Baptist ministers.

103 words/ 658 characters


Sources:

Proposal for Frontier Forts, 9 November 1956, George Washington, Founders Online: https://founders.archives.gov/?q=mayo%20Author%3A%22Washington%2C%20George%22&s=1111311113&r=7&sr

William W. Hening, Statutes at Large, 7:9-20.

George Washington to Robert Dinwiddie, 10 Oct. 1756, Founders Online: https://founders.archives.gov/?q=mayo%20Author%3A%22Washington%2C%20George%22&s=1111311113&r=5&sr

George Washington to Adam Stephen, 23 Oct. 1756, Founders Online: https://founders.archives.gov/?q=mayo%20Author%3A%22Washington%2C%20George%22&s=1111311113&r=6&sr

Massachusetts Missionary Magazine, vol. 3, no. 5 (1812): 152-155.

Journal of the House of Burgesses of Virginia, 9:72, 12:50.

2.) Reuben Ford (ca. 1742-1823)  V-18
Sponsor: VDOT
Locality: Goochland County
Proposed Location: US 250 at intersection with Shallow Well Road

Original text:

Reuben Ford

A mile north are the home and grave of Reuben Ford, pastor of Goochland Baptist Church, 1771-1823. He was an advocate of equal religious rights for all, a leader in securing separation of church and state in Virginia.

38 words/ 217 characters


Edited text:

Reuben Ford (ca. 1742-1823)

About a mile north are the farm and burial place of the Rev. Reuben Ford. A prominent Baptist minister, Ford was a founder of Goochland Church in 1771 and served as its pastor from his ordination ca. 1772 until his death in 1823. He helped establish several other churches in the region, was the longtime clerk of the Dover Association of congregations, and earned a reputation for diplomacy by resolving rifts among Baptists on doctrinal matters. A patriot during the Revolutionary War, he sat on Goochland County’s Committee of Safety. Ford frequently petitioned the Virginia General Assembly on matters of religious liberty and was a leader in securing the separation of church and state in Virginia.

116 words/ 703 characters


Sources:

Richmond Enquirer, 14 Oct. 1823.

Robert Baylor Semple, A History of the Rise and Progress of the Baptists in Virginia (1810).

John S. Moore, “Reuben Ford (1742-1823): Model Baptist Minister,” Virginia Baptist Register, no. 30, 1991. 

Temple Bayliss, “Reuben Ford and the Struggle for Freedom of Religion,” Goochland County Historical Society Magazine, vol. 39 (2007).

William S. Simpson Jr., Virginia Baptist Ministers: A Biographical Survey, vol. 1 (Richmond, 1990).

Charles F. Irons, “The Spiritual Fruits of Revolution: Disestablishment and the Rise of the Virginia Baptists,” Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, vol. 109, no. 2 (2001).

3.) Dix’s Ferry U-39
Sponsor: DHR
Locality: City of Danville
Proposed Location: South Boston Road at intersection with Kentuck Road

Original text:

Dix’s Ferry

In 1766 John Dix established his ferry approximately three miles south of here on the Dan River. During the American Revolution, in February 1781, the ferry was a strategic site in Gen. Nathanael Greene's “race to the Dan,” the pursuit of Greene to the Dan River in Virginia by British Gen. Charles Cornwallis. The ferry also transported troops and supplies for Greene's army in his actions against Cornwallis at the Battle of Guilford Courthouse. In 1791 President George Washington crossed the Dan River on the ferry as he returned from his 1,887-mile southern tour.
 
94 words/ 568 characters


Edited text:

Dix’s Ferry

Dix’s Ferry, established by the Virginia General Assembly in 1766 and operated by John Dix, was about 2.5 miles south of here on the Dan River. During the Revolutionary War, the ferry carried American troops and supplies. In Feb. 1781, it played a strategic role in the “race to the Dan,” British Lt. Gen. Charles Cornwallis’s attempt to catch and destroy Maj. Gen. Nathanael Greene’s army before it could cross to the northern side of the Dan River. Greene diverted Cornwallis by sending a detachment toward Dix’s Ferry, giving his main force time to reach the river 20 miles east of here. In 1791 Pres. George Washington crossed the Dan on the ferry as he returned from his 1,887-mile southern tour.

121 words/ 701 characters

Sources:

W. W. Hening, Statutes at Large, 8:193.

Michael Cecere, “Race to the Dan: ‘Pushed with Great Expedition,’” Journal of the American Revolution. https://allthingsliberty.com/2014/02/race-to-the-dan-pushed-with-great-expedition/#_edn11

John R. Maass, “Divide and Conquer: Race to the Dan and the Battle of Guilford Courthouse,” American Battlefield Trust. https://www.battlefields.org/learn/articles/divide-and-conquer 

George Washington, Itinerary for the Southern Tour, Feb. 1791.


Applications Under Consideration
Below are summaries (not the actual texts) of the 17 marker proposals received at the last application deadline. These summaries have not undergone the same rigorous fact checking that a marker text would. Some applications lacked sufficient source material to verify the information in their proposed texts.
1.) Ernest Judson Wilson (Fauquier County)

Jud Wilson (1894-1962), whose explosive left-handed hitting earned him a lifetime batting average of .352, was one of the top five hitters in Negro League baseball history. After serving in the U.S. Army during WWI, he settled in Washington, DC. From 1922-1945 he played for top League teams. He was inducted into the National Baseball Hall of Fame in 2006 and is buried in Arlington National Cemetery.

2.) Southern Aid Life Insurance (City of Richmond)

Black community leaders founded the Southern Aid and Insurance Company in 1893. The business furnished life, accident, and health insurance to African Americans, who were often denied these services by White-owned companies, and grew to serve tens of thousands of clients. In 1975, when controlling interest was sold to an Atlanta concern, Southern Aid was the oldest Black-owned and -operated insurance company in the U.S.


3.) Dr. Rebecca Lee Crumpler (City of Richmond)

During the Civil War, Rebecca Lee became the first Black female physician in the U.S. when she graduated in 1864 from the New England Female Medical College. Married in 1865 to Virginian Arthur Crumpler, Dr. Crumpler moved to Richmond to care for people recently emancipated from slavery and was employed for a time by the Freedmen’s Bureau. In 1883, she wrote A Book of Medical Discourses in Two Parts.

4.) Amblers House/Emancipation at Jamestown (James City County)

Some of the first documented Africans in English North America were brought to Jamestown in 1619. During the Civil War, several enslaved men from Amblers were hired out to work on Confederate fortifications at Jamestown. After Union forces captured Jamestown in 1862, enslaved people fled from plantations in the region and traveled there to secure their freedom. Windsor Powers, formerly enslaved at Amblers, became a leader of this community.

5.) Church at the Crossroads (City of Virginia Beach)

Anne Nimmo deeded the land for this Methodist church in 1791. Bishop Francis Asbury preached there in 1799. By 1808, camp meetings flourished during the Second Great Awakening, attracting both Black and White worshipers. A gallery for the enslaved was added to the church. During the Civil War, Union troops occupied and damaged the sanctuary.

6.) Hanover Courthouse (Hanover County)

Hanover County was formed in Nov. 1720, and this Courthouse was built ca. 1740. Patrick Henry earned his reputation as an orator and launched his political career here in 1763 by voicing opposition to the Crown in the Parsons’ Cause trial. As a result of a trial held here in 1978, the U.S. Supreme Court issued a decision holding for the first time that the First Amendment generally guarantees the right of the press and the public to be present during criminal trials. 

7.) Bright Hope Baptist Church and Cemetery (Louisa County)

Freedpeople founded Bright Hope Baptist Church ca. 1882. The Rev. Fountain M. Perkins, a formerly enslaved landowner, member of the VA House of Delegates, and leader of several area churches, was the first ordained pastor. The Shiloh Baptist Association and Prince Hall Masons held meetings here. Among those interred in the cemetery are veterans of World War II.

8.) Old St. John’s Baptist Church and Cemetery (Lancaster County)

In 1867, Black members of Morattico Baptist Church requested dismissal to form their own congregation, which was organized in 1868 as St. John’s Baptist Church. The first Black church in Lancaster County, it grew to nearly 1,000 members before dissolving circa 1893. Early members included Pvt. Alfred Carter, Buffalo Soldier, and Armistead S. Nickens, member of the Virginia House of Delegates. The cemetery is among Lancaster County’s oldest and largest African American burial grounds.

9.) Lt. Gen. George G. Loving Jr. (City of Lynchburg)

George Loving, who grew up in Lynchburg, enlisted in the U.S. Army Air Corps in 1942 and became a fighter ace in the European theater. He flew 151 combat missions and downed five enemy aircraft during World War II, and he flew 113 fighter-bomber missions during the Korean War. Rising to the rank of Lieutenant General, his career included serving as the Senior Military Representative at the NATO-Warsaw Pact arms negotiations, commanding the NATO Sixth Allied Tactical Air Force in Turkey, and commanding U.S. Forces in Japan and Korea.

10.) Mount Stirling (Charles City County)

Henry Soane, Speaker of the House of Burgesses, patented this land in 1662. His daughter, wife of the minster who married George and Martha Washington, is buried here. Scottish merchant William Jerdone, part of a Glasgow tobacco network that generated great wealth in colonial Virginia, acquired the estate in 1771. The Greek Revival mansion was built in 1851, and the plantation was sustained by 130 enslaved laborers. Union and Confederate forces occupied the property during the Peninsula Campaign of 1862.

11.) James E. Jenkins Jr. (1923-2002) (Prince Edward County)

James Jenkins was born in Hampden-Sydney, served in the U.S. Army during World War II, and played on military baseball teams in Guam. In 1947, he threw a no-hitter in the Panama Professional Baseball League, and, while playing for the Negro League World Series Champion New York Cubans, he earned a win against Satchel Paige. For his four seasons in the Negro Leagues, he later received a pension from Major League Baseball.

12.) Northside High School (Pittsylvania County)

Established in 1903 in present-day Gretna, the Pittsylvania County Industrial & Normal Collegiate Institute was founded with the support of the Cherrystone Missionary Baptist Association. This was one of the first private boarding schools for African Americans in Southside Virginia. The Pittsylvania County school board purchased the land in the 1930s and turned it into a public high school for African Americans later named Northside High School. The county did not fully desegregate its schools until 1969.

13.) Mount Calvary Baptist Church (City of Hopewell)

The Rev. William Willis helped found the church in 1876. In 1918 during World War I, the federal government seized the church’s property to expand Camp Lee. Members purchased land in Hopewell in 1920 and built a new sanctuary.

14.) Fearless Thirty-Eight (Virginia Beach)

In 1962, following the U.S. Supreme Court’s ruling against racial segregation in public schools, 34 Black students desegregated Woodstock Elementary School, while four did the same at Kempsville Junior High School.

15.) Phi Phi—100 Years of Service (City of Richmond)

On 1 Oct. 1927, Phi Phi became the first graduate chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., to be chartered in Richmond. Guided by the cardinal principles of manhood, scholarship, perseverance, and uplift, Phi Phi championed social action, civil rights, and youth development. Distinguished members have included Gov. L. Douglas Wilder, Civil Rights attorneys Oliver Hill and Spottswood Robinson III, and Dr. Benjamin Lambert III.

16.) The Branch House (City of Richmond)

Built in 1919, the Branch House is a rare example of Tudor-Jacobean Revival architecture attributed to architect John Russell Pope. It is the largest residence built as a single-family home on Richmond’s Monument Avenue. The house was commissioned by banker John Kerr Branch, who helped secure the Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond following the Federal Reserve Act of 1913. Listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1984, the Branch House was adapted in 2015 as The Branch Museum of Design.

17.) Timberlake (Campbell County)

In 1926 Col. Edley Craighill and Fred Showalter excavated and transformed the lake basin to create a residential community fed by creeks and springs using manual labor and mule teams. Timber Lake serves as a diverse ecological refuge and watershed that provides nesting and migration areas for a variety of wildlife and contributes to the natural filtration that enhances local and environmental health.


Amherst County Confederate Monument Contextualization
State regulations that went into effect late in 2025 require the Board of Historic Resources to review and approve the texts of signs that local governments propose to contextualize Confederate monuments (https://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincode/title17/agency5/chapter40/section30/). These signs are not state highway markers.
Amherst County proposes the following contextualization text. DHR staff has reviewed it for accuracy.
The Monument and Its Meaning The monument before you was placed on this site in July 1922 to honor Amherst County’s deceased or aging Confederate veterans, both volunteers and conscripts. It was created at the request of two older veterans, John M. Payne (1840–1934) and E. B. McGinnis (1840–1933), who wished to memorialize their comrades in arms. The local United Daughters of the Confederacy (UDC) chapter petitioned the Amherst County Board of Supervisors for a public site to place the privately funded obelisk; the Board permitted their request without any public discourse or citizenry vote. The memorial was erected during an active period of monument construction across the United States, celebrating historic events. The images and language on the plaque are typical of Confederate memorials of the period, as is the placement on the courthouse green. The flagpole was placed by the American Legion in 1942. Today the monument is at the back of the courthouse due to construction in 1996 that changed the orientation of the building.
The NAACP’s Objection In 2022, the Amherst County Branch of the NAACP asked the Board of Supervisors to address the monument, objecting in particular to the plaque, which describes the cause of Virginia and the South as noble. The Branch maintains that the presence of the inscription at the County courthouse is out of step with the American ideal of equal justice for all. Non-Whites in 1920s Amherst County lived under an unjust system of race-based segregation, disenfranchisement, and unequal application of the laws. These were the policies of Harry F. Byrd’s political machine, which controlled elected offices from the governorship down to the local level. White supremacist ideology helped the White elites who held power to rationalize these and other injustices, including unequal schools and discrimination in housing and employment. The 1920s national UDC did not actively engage in political activity, but they did promote this ideology in published works, including the myth that slavery was a benevolent institution which benefited Black people. The NAACP believes that all of Amherst County’s people were harmed by these policies and that healing for the whole community requires acknowledgement and understanding of that legacy of harm.
Reframing Our Vision The policies in place when this monument was erected left many Amherst County residents, including the formerly enslaved and their descendants, Native Americans, and many White people, without a voice in public affairs, even though they were subject to taxation.
To honor them, and as a response to the NAACP objection, the following inscription is offered: We honor the memory of all the sons and daughters of Amherst County, enslaved and free, native and newcomer, whose lives and labor have contributed to the betterment of our community.
“Either we must attain freedom for the whole world or there will be no world left for any of us.” —Walter F. White (1893–1955), NAACP Executive Secretary 
For more information, visit the Amherst County Museum and Historical Society at 154 South Main Street or amherstcountymuseum.org. 
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