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D E S C R I B E  THE P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  (11 known) P H Y S l C I L  A P P E A R A N C E  

Exce l l en t  O Good F o l r  Dotsriorotod R u n s  Unexposed -- 

I Belle Grove is handsomely s i tua ted  on a bluff  overlooking the 
kappahannock I River, opposite the v i l l age  of Port Royal. The house i s  
Burrounded by spacious, well-tended grounds l i b e r a l l y  dotted with large 
bhade t rees ,  boxwood, and other va r i e t i e s  of shrubbery. A t ree- l ined 
pvenue approaches the land f ron t  ax i a l ly ,  but t h i s  i s  no longer used a s  the 
property 's  main entrance. The grounds on the r i ve r  f ront  a r e  l a id  out i n  
/formal gardens. 
I The house i t s e l f  has had a complex a rch i t ec tu ra l  history.  In  
i t s  o r ig ina l  form the ex te r ior  was a v i r t u a l  twin of nearby Nanzatico which 
has survived without major a l t e r a t i o n  or  addit ions.  It i s  assumed that  
the two houses had the same builder-designer. The o r ig ina l  form of the 
Belle Grove's main block (which i s  s t i l l  discernable) was a s ing le -p i le ,  
60' X 20' frame rectangle with a 15' X 14' one-story porch chamber project in  
from the center  of the land front .  This main block was (and s t i l l  i s )  
covered by a shallow hipped roof which was surrounded a t  i t s  base by a 
podi l l ion cornice. Like Nanzatico, the seven-bay r ive r  f ron t  was embellish 
y i t h  a two-story engaged t e t r a s t y l e  Ionic portico.  Unlike Nanzatico, 
however, Belle Grove or ig ina l ly  was b u i l t  with 19' X 20' one-story wings 
projecting from e i t h e r  end of the house. 

Belle Grove underwent a majo~: a l t e r a t i o n  and enlargement soon 
b f t e r  1839 when it was purchased by Carolinus Turner (1812-1876), who 
knterestingly was born i n  and l ived a t  Nanzatico u n t i l  he moved to  Belle 
prove. As Turner needed t o  accommodate h i s  large family, he added a one- 
s tory  pedimented-end f ron t  wing a t  the extreme ends of the house, making i t  
fi c l a s s i c  f ive-?ar t  complex. Turner fur ther  embellished the house by 
adding a projecting two-level pedimented port ico onto the r i ve r  f r o n t ' s  
engaged portico.  S t i l l  i n  place,  t h i s  portico has superimposed orders,  the 
;Lower one being Greek Doric and the upper, Roman Ionic. Turner did not hav 
the or ig ina l  two-story f luted Ionic p i l a s t e r s  removed, and they s t i l l  can be 
c l ea r ly  seen behind the present portico.  Turner gave the land front  a 
s t r i k ing  - almost Baroque qual i ty  by the addi t ion of an undulating two-level 
Doric colonnade across the  e n t i r e  facade. As pa r t  of t h i s  scheme, he 
ra ised the porch chamber to  two f u l l  s t o r i e s  and fronted i t  with a two-level 
pedimented Doric por t ico tying in to  the colonnade. The concave curves of 
the colonnade were counter-balanced by convex cornered addit ions t o  the 
or ig ina l  one-story wings. These convex corners were accented with three- 
pa r t  doorways decorated with fo l ia ted  consoles. 

Turner had considerable changes made t o  the i n t e r i o r  a s  well .  
Nearly a l l  of the presumed Federal-style woodwork i n  the pr incipal  rooms 
was replaced with res t ra ined Classical  Revival work, including stone mante.1~ 
i n  place of the former wood ones. The former enclosed s t a i r  (located 
against  the i n t e r i o r  wall  of the present dining room) was removed, and a new 
open s t a i r ,  a l s o  i n  a res t ra ined Classical  Revival mode, was placed i n  the 
formerly uninterrupted ha l l .  However, the or ig ina l  and d i s t i nc t ive  e l l e p t i  
c a l  arch bitween the main portion of the h a l l  and the porch chamber sect ion,  
was retained. 

Belle Grove remains w a y  i n  e s sen t i a l l y  the f o A  given i t  by 
Carolinus Turner except t ha t  the f i r s t  f l oo r  e a s t  sect ion of the land front  

colonnade has been glazed. Also the present owners have added small, 
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Bel l e  Grove s t ands  a s  one o f  t h e  major e igh teen th  century  
p l a n t a t i o n  houses of  lower Rappahannock Valley.  I ts  o r i g i n a l  owner and 
exac t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  d a t e  have no tbeen  p o s i t i v e l y  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  a l though i t  

I For m n y  yea r s  i t  was thought t h a t  Be l l e  Grove w a s  b u i l t  f o r  - 

Conway, 11. Mrs. Madison i s  known t o  have been v i s i t i n g  h e r  mother , a t  
Be l l e  Grove i n  1751 on t h e  day Madison was born. Fu r the r  r e sea rch  has  

Be l l e  Grove i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  f o r  belonging t o  

I ' 
a n  important  group of  l a t e - e i g h t e e n t h  cen tu ry  frame houses i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  
on a s t y l i s t i c  b a s i s  can be a t t r i b u t e d  e i t h e r  t o  a s i n g l e  b u i l d e r  o r  a schoo 
of b u i l d e r s .  Included i n  t h i s  grdup are Gay Mont, i n  Carol ine  County; 
Nanzatico, King George County; and two houses i n  P o r t  Royal: t h e  G r a y .  
house a n p t h e  ~ r o c k e n b r o u ~ h  house. I n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  form a l l  t hese  
houses had s i m i l a r  e x t e r i o r  dimension, s imi l a r ,  p l ans ,  and similar r i c h l y  
carved i n t e r i o r  woodwork. 'Pwo d i s t i n c t i v e  f e a t u r e s  common t o  a l l  a r e  a 
broad e l l i p t i c a l  a r c h  spanning t h e  c e n t r a l  h a l l ,  and a n  enclosed s t a i r  

thosc i n  t h e  houses noted above. Bel le  Grove's presumed ori-ginal owner, 



I 
A P ~ P R O X I M A T E  A C R E A G E  OF NOMINATED P R O P E R T Y  38U - acres  

.- Cn 
ILL77 A L L  STATES A N D  COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES O V E R L A P P I N G  S T A T E  OR COUNTY BOUNDARAES 

S T Y T E  CODE COUNTY 

I 
I I I 

srkrcl C O D E  COUNTY 
I 

S T A T E .  
z 
Cn 

I 
S T A T E .  

.-- 
1 .  FORM P R E P A R E D  BY 

INAME AND T ITLE.  

2 - 
or i c  Landmarks Conmission A u g u s t .  - 197 

0 

Virginia His tor ic  Landmarks Commission Staff  
O R O I N I L A T I O N  D A T E  

e t  .Stati= O f f l r e  Z 
S T A T E  CODE 

5 1  
Cn 

n 
--I 

I ,As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na. 
I hereby certify that this  p r o p r t y  is included in the 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665). I hereby nominate this  property for inclusion Register' 

Name 

J. R. Fishburne, Executive Directo 

/in the National Register and certify that i t  has  been 

evaluated according to the criteria end procedures s e t  

f o r t h  by the National Perk Service. The recommended 

;level of significance of this nomination is: 

: National State a , Local  

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

f rtle Va. His tor ic  Landmarks Conmission 

Keeper of The National R e g ~ s t e r  

Date Eate  I 



Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

x 
I- 
V) 

[3. 

UNITED STATES OEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

P R O P E R T Y P H O T O G R A P H  FORM 

I T A T E  

V I R G I N I A  

- 
w 
lu 

[4?. In4 

w I Virgin ia  S t a t e  Chamber of Comerce;  Richmond, Virg in ia  
4. I D E N T I F I C A T l O h  - 1 

D E S C R I e E  V I E W .  D . R E C r l O N .  E T C .  I 

I 

- 

P o r t  Conway 

U.S.G.S. 7%' quadrangle P o r t  Royal. v i rginia  
1:24000 

D A T E :  1950 
. . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  .:. . . .  

: . ,.,,i :,,:. ..... :... ..,..> .::... . >i.>:.2....... ........ ..;.. .... :. ,: . .......................... :?EQUIREMENTS ............. : :  ...... . ... :: . .  . .  .. : ..... ......................................... ......, :. . ...::. ....... ....... . . .  
.,.: :.,.,: ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ....... .................... :,.:,.. .;.:... 

. . 
. . . . . . . .  .~::: .........:... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  : : ::; 

T O  sE l N C L U 0 E D  ON A L L  M A P *  

VIEW OF LAND FRONT FROM NORTH. I 

N A T I O N A L  R E G I S T E R  O F  HISTORIC P L A C E S  

S T A T E  
CODE 

Vir::inia 51  

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

~n (Type all entrics - attach to  or enclose with map) 
I 

I 

KING GEORGE 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRYNUMBER D A T E  

King George 
MAP R E F E R E N C E  099 
/ S O U R C E .  

I 

C O U N T Y .  

- 
1. Property broundorias whore required. 

2. North orrow. 

3. Lati tude and longitude reference. 

z I.:NAME 

BELLE GROVE 
A N D / O R  H l I T O R i C :  

+ 12.  LOCATION 
U 

S T R 6 E T  A N D  NUM O Z R .  

.2 m i .  W of  R t .  301 I ICIi" 0- 1 
CODE 






