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The Exchange Hotel, facing nor th ,  stands opposite the  south end of 
?fain S t r e e t ,  Gordonsville, immediately beyond the  Chesapeake & Ohio Railroad 
t racks .  Adjacent to the  west i s  the  o ld  road from Gordonsville to the town 
of Louisa. 

The building,  a good example of l a t e  Greek Revival archi tecture ,  
i s  47 f c c t  long and 35 f c c t  deep, with a second-story columncd veranda 
extending 9 feet: out from the f ron t  and another, 8 f e e t  out from the rear .  
Tlicrc arc  three  s t o r i e s  with a low hipped roof ,  the  walls  of the f i r s t  or  
ground f l oo r  being of br ick and the walls  of the second and t h i r d  f loors  of 
wood. There a r e  two i n t e r i o r  chimneys. Basically,  the  design of the 
s t ruc tu re  i s  t h a t  of cen t r a l  h a l l s  on each f loor  with two rooms on e i ther  
s ide  on each f loor .  An exception i s  the  southwest room on the  f i r s t  f loor 
which extends through to  the  southeast room, including what would otherwise 
be h a l l  space. The twelve pr incipal  rooms each have a f i rep lace .  Many have 
or ig ina l  mantels. 

The windows have shouldered archi t rave t r i m  and paneling below. 
An in t e r e s t i ng  fea ture  i s  a door dividing the  h a l l  on the  main o r  second 
f loor .  It has a rectangular transom and s ide l i gh t s .  The main s t a i r  from 
the second t o  the  t h i r d  f l o o r  o r ig ina l ly  had a subs t an t i a l  and handsome 
newel. Ornamental brackets beneath the t reads  remain. 

Access i s  through f ron t  and r ea r  doors leading in to  the  h a l l  on 
the  f i r s t  o r  ground f loor  and the  large southwest room.. There are a lso 
doors in to  the  f i r s t  f loor  rooms on the  f ron t .  That i n t o  the  room on the 
northeast  corner was converted from a window. Original ly ,  a f l i g h t  of steps 
led from the  ground up to the  second-floor veranda on the  f ron t .  This was 
apparently the  pr incipal  entrance. A br ick  walk went out from t h i s  t o  the 
ra i l road  t racks .  

With the  exception of the  large southwest room"on the  f i r s t  floor, 
the  rooms a re  approximately s ix teen  f e e t  square and those on the  second or 
main f l o o r ,  i n  pa r t i cu l a r ,  a re  high cei l inged.  

There is a two-story br ick  dependency i n  the  yard t o  the eas t ,  
which may antedate the  main building.  It has a cen t r a l  chimney and four 
rooms. 
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The Exchange Hotel i s  the most important surviving building,  
a r ch i t ec tu ra l l y  and h i s t o r i c a l l y ,  i n  Gordonsville. 

It stands on or  near the  s i t e  of a tavern erected a t  the  terminus of 
l the  Louisa Railroad when t h a t  l i n e  was extended to  Gordansuille i n  1840. 
This was on land belonging t o  Robert King, son-in-law of Nathaniel Gordon 
from whom a post o f f i c e  took i t s  name i n  1813. The name was maintained fo r  
the  town which l a t e r  grew up around the  post o f f i ce  and the  ra i l road  depot. 

The tavern burned i n  1859, and Richard F. Omohundro, owner of the 
property, arranged fo r  the  building of the  present Exchange Hotel.  complete^. 
i n  1860, the  ho te l  was qu i te  probably the  work of Benjamin F. Faulconer, a 
master bui lder  who constructed a number of other  noteworthy s t ruc tures  i n  
Gordonsville both before and a f t e r  the  War Between the  S ta tes .  

The Exchange was an elegant stopping place f o r  ra i l road  and other 
l t r ave l e r s  fo r  the  few months remaining before the  outbreak of h o s t i l i t i e s  i n  
1861. Possibly i n  1861 and ce r t a in ly  by June, 1862, the  ho te l  became par t  
of what was known as the  Gordonsville Receiving Hospital.  I n  September 1862 

, i c  was described as "in the  use and occupancy of the  mi l i t a ry  au thor i t i es  of 
' t h e  Confederate s t a t e s  of America" (Orange County Court Records, Deed Book 
N o  45, p. 499). 

! Some idea of the  magnitude of the  par t  played by the ~ o r d o n s v i l l e  
Receiving Hospital may be had from the f a c t  t h a t  it admitted more than 23,OOi) 
wounded i n  l e s s  than one year,  more than 6,000 i n  one month. It i s  believed 
t h a t  the  ho te l  building was used as quar ters  fo r  the  surgeon-in-charge, Dr. 
Brewcrton Monroe Lcbby, and a t  l e a s t  some of the  a s s i s t an t  surgeons, and a l so  
fo r  operating rooms. 

After the  war t he  Exchange again resumed i t s  r o l e  as a hotel .  Curing 
the  1870's the  town f lour ished and the scene of Negro women balancing on 
t h c i r  heads p l a t t e r s  of succulcnt f r i e d  chicken and other del icacies  as they 
mcc the t r a in s  remains an inde l ib le  memory. Dr.  George W. Bagby, wcll-known 
Virginia author and humorist, captured the  hosp i t a l i t y  of Gordonsville and 
i t s  ho te l s ,  including the  Exchange, when he ca l led  the town "the chicken-leg 

c e n t r e  of the  universe." 
The ho te l  was l a t e r  converted in to  a p r iva te  residence and then in to  

apartments. After many years of vacancy, the  Exchange was acquired by 
His tor ic  Gordonsville, Inc. and w i l l  be res tored i n  a manner b e f i t t i n g  one 
of the few surviving hotels  of the immediate antebellum period i n  Virginia.  
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